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FROM 
LECTURES 
ON THE 
PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE 
OF PHYSIC, 
BY DR. ARMSTRONG. 


Theatre of Anatomy, Webb Street. 


The following is an abstract of Dr. 
Armstrone's Lectures on Chronic 
Affections of the Urinary and Ute- 
rine Organs, 

Some affections of the urinary organs, 

Dr. Arnmstronc observed, were in- 

ternally connected with those of the 

skin and mucous membrane of the 
alimentary canal, that structure hav- 
ing remarkable sympathies between 
even its remote parts. There was 

‘especially one extraordinary com- 

plaint, which had hitherto been but 

little understood, and which, accord- 
ing to Dr. A.’s observations, afforded 

a striking illustration of the above re- 

marks. The complaint was diabetes, 

the pathology and treatment of which 
he should now endeavour to illustrate. 


Diabetes. 


In reflecting upon the phenomencn 
of diabetes, it appezred to Dr. A. 
that the urinary disorder was not, as 
has always been supposed, the pri- 
mary one, but that it was an ultimate 
effect of a combined disorder of the 
skin and mucous membrane of the 
prime view, and likewise of the liver, 
all of which invariably precede and 
attend this curious affection, For 
example; in all the cases which fell 
under his observation, the skin was 
harsh and dry, the tongue vividly red 
atthe end and edges; the stools in- 





dicative of a deficient or depraved 
condition of the bile. The large se- 
cretion of saccharine urine, and in- 
creased vascularity which morbid an- 
atomy shows to be an attendant of 
long continued cases, Dr. A. consider- 
ed as the mere sequele of those an- 
known changes produced in the blood 
by the primary affection of the skin, 
mucous membrane of the prime viz, 
andliver, It seemed, therefore, pro- 
bable to Dr. A. that if the parts thus 
obviously affected could be restored to 
a natural state, the diabetes, which 
had hitherto been treated empirically, 
might cease as a natural consequence. 
He detailed three cases of strongly 
marked diabetes, which had been rae 
pidly and completely cured, by acting 
on the pathological principles above 
explained, and alluded to others where 
the effect had been most strikingly 
beneficial, but where he had not had 
an opportunity, on account of the re- 
moval of the patient to a distance, 
to ascertain whether or not the re- 
covery was complete. The means 
upon which Dr. A. relies, are first 
upon those which remove the irritae 
tion from the mucous membrane of 
the prime vie, vhich he supposes to 
be seated in that of the small intes- 
tines most frequently ; secondly, to 
restore the natural condition and se- 
cretion of the skin; and, thirdly, to 
restore the healthy biliary secretion 
by very mild means. He recommends 
leeches to be applied to the pit of the 
stomach or abdomen, about every 
second or third day, so long as the 
tongue is redder than natural; but 
when there is pain on pressure over 
the region of the stomach, liver, or 
bowels, and when the pulse is hard, 
he advises that general bloodletting 
should be premised ; so jong as the 
skin continues hard and dry, he em- 
ploys the vapour bath about eve 

second day, which he has found speed- 
ily to lessen the quantity, and to 
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change the morbid quality of the urine ; 
and as long as the stools show a defi- 
ciency or depravity of bile, he pre- 
scribes a very small dose of calomel 
about every second night, conjoined 
with some of the compound extract of 
colocynth, so as sufficiently to unload 
the colon, which he almost always 
finds torpid in such cases. If this 
medicine does not act, it ought to be 
assisted by a little cold drawn castor 
oil, or the infusion of senna. The 
other points to which Dr, A. attends, 
are the diet, drink, and clothing. He 
allows milk diet with suet, broths, or 
animal jelly, and if any vegetable 
matter, a very small quantity of water 
biscuit. He permits the patient to 
quench his thirst with plain water, or 
toast and water, and covers the whole 
surface of the body with fleecy hosiery, 
which he finds a powerful auxiliary 
in keeping the skin moist. 

Dr. AnMsTRoNG concinded his obser- 
vations on the great liability of relapse, 
which, however, he did not think, with 
some, was almost a necessary conse- 
quence, but which might enerally 
be traced to over exertion of mind or 
body, to some error in the diet or 
drink, to constipation, to some neglect 
of sleep, clothing, or to some other 
irregularity. But when diabetes re- 
peatedly occurred, or was long pro- 
tracted, it was apt to give rise to tu- 
bércular disease, on the principle be- 
fore elucidated, though occasionally 
sich patients died from head affec- 
tions, or suddenly from that disorder 
of the stomach which, arising from 
great engorgement, arrests the heart’s 


Chronic Inflammation of the Kidneys. 


Dr, ArmstRroné stated, that chronic 
inflammation of the kidneys was some- 
times a sequel of acute or subacute 
inflammation of that organ, and dwelt 
upon the great importance of not al- 
lowing patients to go about, whilst 
the least degree of uneasiness re- 
mained there, for he had seen several 
of such cases, through mismanagement 
either on the part of the practitioner 
or patient, pass insidiously on, till the 
structure of the affected kidne = 
beeome tely deranged. t 
pone yy Pan te inflammation 
of the kidney more frequently arose 
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sympathetically from irritation of the 
mucous aya ee vie, 
or from a torpid state of the colon, 
This kind of inflammation was most 
common in sedentary persons, and 
was generally announced by an ob- 
secure uneasiness in the region of the 
kidney, attended by a er! secre- 
tion, for the most part, of high-co- 
loured urine. In its progress it was 
often connected with calculi of the 
kidney, and Dr. A. was of opinion, 
that slow inflammation of the kidney 
was a much more frequent cause of 
calculi than writers on the 

were aware. He alluded to an excel- 
lent paper published by Mr. Henry 
Earve, in the Medico-Chirurgical 
Transactions, in which that able sur- 
geon had reported cases of inflamma - 
tion of the kidneys, proceeding from 
external violence, followed by the 
formation of stone; and Dr. A. had 
seen several cases where the inflam- 
mation proceeded from other causes, 
and where it became complicated 
with stone in its course. Inevery in- 
stance of pain in the region of the 
kidney or bladder, the urine should 
not only be attentively examined, but 
passed throngh blotting paper, in 
order to ascertain whether any mi- 
nute points of stone existed. He re- 
commended the usual evacuations for 
chronic inflammation of the kidneys, 
but strongly insisted on the necessi 
of rest and an abstemious diet, wi 
the use of the hip-bath. When the 
urine is pink coloured, he has gene- 
rally found benefit from smali doses 
of alkalies, but when it has a whitish 
sediment like chalk, he has found 
the diluted muriatic, or the oxymu- 
riatic acid, answer a better purpose, 
combined with some mucilaginous 
mixture. He also considers colehicum 
as a powerful adjavant in chronic in- 
flammation of the kidneys. 

Dr. AnMsTRONG alluded to a spe- 
cies of strumous inflammation of thé 
kidneys, which generally goes on with 
little or no pain, and i which pus 
can often be detected in large quan- 
tity in the urine; and he has known 
one kidney thus completely destroy- 
ed by suppuration, nothing but a cel- 
lular bag remaining there, while the 
other kidney had performed the office 
of both for many years afterwards, 
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Chronic Inflammation of the Bladder. 

Dr. Apmstrrone thinks, that an 
overloaded state of the colon fre- 
quentiy occasions much irritation of 
the bladder, especiaily about the neck, 
and he detailed some remarkabie cases 
in which patients had long been trou- 
bled with occasional attacks of reten- 
tion of urine, attended by great pain, 
and which had continued to return 
with increased violence, under a treat- 
ment solely directed to the bladder, 
bat which has speedily and entirely 
been removed by a treatment direct- 
ed to the colon. 

Dr. Armstronc observed, tha 
chrovic inflammation of the mucous 
membrane of the bladder was a fre 
quent occurrence, especially in indi- 
viduals past the middie of life, and in 
those who indulged much in ferment- 
ed or distilled liquors ; but sometimes 
it was induced by long retention of 
urine. Like intlammation of other 
mucous structures, sometimes it ex- 
isted alone, and sometimes in con- 
junction with irritation in ether por- 
tions of that tissue, with disordered 
condition of the skin. Chronic inflam- 
mation of the mucous membrane of 
the bladder was denoted by a fre- 
quent uneasy desire to make water, 
by a pain or pressure over the pubes, 
and by mucous sediment in the urine, 
which at last was generally tinged 
with blood. Geveral and local blood- 
letting, rest in the recumbent posture, 
local tomentations, opiate supposito- 
ries, a bland diet, and mucilaginous 
drinks, were the means which he re- 
commended in the first stage of chro- 
nic inflammation, and he jaid down a 
similar plan, where the serous mem- 
brane was the seat of inflammation. 

In all cases of irritation about the 
bladder, Dr. AnmstTRone advised the 
pupil to ascertain the condition of the 
colon, secondly, whether or not stone 
existed ; thirdly, whether or not the 
prostate gland was diseased; and, 
finally, whether or not stricture of the 
urethra existed. He observed, that 
enlargement of the prostate gland ge- 
nerally originated in the principle he 
Mad before laid down, namely, adjacent 
irritation, and added, that the chief rea. 
son why persons advanced in life were 
the most liable to diseased prostate 
glagd was, that this was the period of 





life when irritation about the bladder 
most frequently existed, the propaga- 
tion of which reached, and ultimately 
diseased, the prostrate ; buthe admic- 
ted, that when a gland was once pre- 
disposed, that any cause, especially 
disturbance of the stomach, which ex- 
cited a general irritation of the nery- 
ous system, was apt to be decidedly 
communicated to that gland, and he 
adduced some cases in illustration of 
this position. He was convinced, trom 
observation, that by rest in a fresh 
atmosphere, a bland farinaceous diet, 
and tepid bathing, greater relief 
might be obtained, in many cases of 
diseased prostate, than those patients 
believed who trusted entirely to me- 
dica! prescriptions, which were merely 
secondary. 

Dr. Anmstronc said, that he had 
before pointed out the error which 
some surgeons committed, in the ua- 
necessary use of bougies, on the sup- 
position that permanent stricture ex- 
isted in the rectum, when it merely 
arose trom an overloaded colon, ope- 
rating on the sphincter; and he had 
seen similar errors committed in re- 
gard to the urethra, where bougies 
had been introduced without a suff- 
cient inquiry into the previous history 
of the case. He observed, that irrita- 
tion of the mucous membraue of the 
urethra frequently attended irritation 
of the mucous membrane of the ali- 
mentary canal, and under such cir- 
cumstances he had seen the introduc- 
tion of bouyies greatly increase that 
irritation, and sometimes induce a 
high degree of fever. Such mistakes, 
he remarked, might always be avoid- 
ed, by minutely investigating the rise 
and progress ef each case beforethe 
employment of the bougie, not, in 
short, at once introducing that instru- 
ment from first and hasty impression ; 
Much suffering, in the way of ope- 
ration, might be avoided, it surgeons 
were generally to make themselves 
acquainted with the principles of phy- 
sic; and he deeply lamented that sa- 
perficial system of education, which 
had the sanction of some college sur- 
geons, where surgery and physic were 
so entirely separated that not the 
least allusion was made to thedatter - 
in their examinations; although, in 
many cases, no man could rightly de- 
cide on the propriety of an operation 
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without a knowledge of physic, nor 
tly condact the after-treatment, 
fever arose, complicated with 
internal disorder, as often happened. 
The whole system, he observed, of 
medical education and legislation of 
this country required a thorough re- 
vision, and that man would deserve 
well of his country who attempted the 
reformation. Dr. A. concluded his 
Lectare on urinary affections, by some 
remarks on stone, and on organic af- 
fections of the kidneys and bladder. 


Affections of the Uterine Organs. 


Many affections, Dr. ARMSTRONG 
said, were connected with the uterine 
organs. They were liabie to be dis- 
turbed by local and general causes, 
which were greatly indeed influenced 
by other conditions of the system, 
and which, in their turn, had a pow- 
erful influence, through sympathy, on 
distant parts of the ly, especially 
the brain, lungs, stomach, liver, and 
bowels. He noticed one affection 
which he had seen occur about the 
age of puberty, namely, a general 
phethoric condition of the system, 
sometimes attended by hemorrhage 


from different parts, particularly of 
the lungs, and pointed out the appro- 


priate treatment. He also alluded to 
another and almost opposite state of 
the system, namely, the affection 
commonly called— Chlorosis. 

In this disorder the skin becomes 
unusnally sallow, the appetite de- 
praved by a desire for unnatural 
things, the tongue furred, and the 
body generally became much wasted. 
Some edematous swelling generally 
at last arising about the feet. This 
affection was most common in females 
about the age of puberty, and was 
attended by a retention of the menses, 
Dr. A. considered that the functions 
of the skin, liver, and mucous mem- 
brane were generally more or less 
disordered in this affection, at last so 
much affecting the constitution of the 
blood, that if any was drawn it 
showed a most decided deficiency of 
the red particles. He recommended 
the tepid bath, aloetic aperients, with 
an occasional mild alterative, warm 
clothing, a simple and nutritious diet, 
with regular exercise in the open air, 
remarking that the catamenia would 
generally appear when the restoration 
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of the general health took place, 
through the removal of the local affec- 
tions, before any erganic change had 
been induced. 


Amenorrhea. 


The suppression or retention of the 
menstrual discharge, he generally con- 
sidered as the effect of some other 
disorder of the body, especially of 
the side, about the stomach, liver, 
bowels, or skin, so commonly and 
loosely named Dyspepsia, but he was 
quite sure that general impressions 
made upon the nervous system, were 
not unfrequently a remote cause, such 
as anxiety, aided by sedentary habits 
and late hours. When the suppres- 
sion or retention took place, females 
were very apt to eomplain of the 
head, a circumstance that onght to 
be remembered, as it deserved a due 
consideration in the treatment. Dr. 
A. advised a plan of treatment simi- 
lar to that mentioned in Chlorosis, 
with the addition of leeches to the 
lower extremities, which ought to be 
then immersed in warm water, by 
way of enceuraging a free flew of 
bleod in that direction. When the 
ordinary means fail in restoring the 
menses, he had seen considerable ad- 
vantage from the use of turpentine 
injections, and said that the Brahmins 
of India had from time immemorial 
been in the practice of applying a so- 
lution of aloes to the os tince, a 
method which generally succeeded, 
and never did any harm where it 
failed, according to the report of a 
professional friend, who had known it 
frequently used in the East. Dr. A. 
next adverted to Leucorrhea,which he 
considered as pearly akin in its pa- 
thology and treatment to amenorrhea, 
but was satisfied that it was ap 
affection that frequently arose from 
a want of cleanliness among the 
lower orders, who seem to have po 
idea of the utility of topical daily 
ablutions in preventing the accumu- 
mulated irritation of the discharge. 
Dr. A, next adverted to menorrhagia, 
the cause of which was most fre- 
quently mental distress, abortion, the 
free use of cordials, or general relax- 
ation. The various treatment of 
each having been briefly explained, 
he lastly alluded to organic affections 
of the uterus, especially scirrlus, 
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ulceration, fungoid and fleshy tn- 
mours, and he cautioned the pupils 
not to found an opinion merely trom 
the nature of the discharge and other 
attendant signs, but to ascertain the 

cise condition by an examination 
which guided a practitional, if not a 
successful treatment, at least to a 
more efficient palliative plan, by which 
mach suffering was avoided to the 
patient. Dr. A. seemed to be of opi- 
nion that many Of the irritations of 
the aterus in their origin are connect- 
ed with irritation of its mncous lining, 
a pathological fact which he thinks 
has not been sufficiently considered in 
this country. 

In the course of this lecture, Dr. 
A. spoke repeatedly of the benefit ot 
tepid bathing, and independently of 
its great utility in removing uterine 
and urinary irritation, he was confi- 
dent that its application as a preven- 
tive and palliative agent was much 
greater than either the profession or 
the public had yet believed. He 
noticed it as a curious anomaly in the 
English habits, that tepid bathing 
should be so much neglecied among 
a people proverbial, in other respects, 
for their cleanliness, and could not 
account for the circumstance, without 
supposing that it depended partly 
upon the medical profession rarely 
recommending the use of tepid bath- 
ing, and partly upon the public pre- 
judice about its supposed relaxing in- 
fluence. In Paris upwards of 150 
public baths existed, besides esta- 
blishments for portable ones, which 
were in great request, and supplied 
at a very reasonable rate ; whereas in 
London very few public baths existed, 
and only one portable bath had been 
recently established, which promised, 
however, to be very useful ou account 
of the expedition with which it could 
be employed. Dr. A. considered that 
the advantages of tepid bathing were 
numerous, aud, in the first place, as 
a preventive of inflammatory diseases. 
In many cases the surface of the 
hody, in this variable climate, 
was chilled for some hours before the 
attack of external or internal infiam- 
mation; in fact the continuance of 
the chilliness was finally the cause of 
the infammation, by disordering the 
circulation of the blood, which, being 
equallized at the commencement of the 
hilliuvess, by a warm bath, generally 
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prevents the occurrence of any acute 
affection of an inflammatory nature. 

In the second place, tepid bathing 
was extremely beneficial in most cases 
of chronic rbeumatisin and gout, espe-. 
cially in those where the functions of 
the stomach, liver, or bowels were 
impaired. 

n the third place, it was highly 
beneficial in al! those cases technically 
and indefinitely . termed = maras- 
mus in children and dyspepsia in 
adults, since no single mean in gene - 
ral had more influence in restoring 
the natural action of the skin, and 
also of those parts of the body asso- 
ciated in the complicated process of 
digestion. 

In the fourth place, it was an admi- 
rable remedy tor most of those incipi- 
ent glandular affections, or ill-con- 
ditioned chronic inflammations, which 
usually passed onder the loose ap- 
pellation of scrotula, and lastly it 
was so exceedingly advantageous in 
most cnianeous affections, that its 
application to them scarcely needed a 
comment. When we add, he said, its 
remarkable soothing effects in most 
uterine and urinary irritations, and 
consider all the delightful associations 
connected with perfect cleanliness, 
we cannot bat be surprised that 
tepid bathing should be so much ne- 
glected by the profession and the 
public of England. 

Dr. AnustroneG concluded by some 
remarks about the temperature of the 
tepid bath, which he said should 
generally range between 94 and 98, 
as was most agreeable to the feelings, 
and said that it was important that no 
sense of exhaustion should be pro- 
duced at the time of its use, and no 
sense of unnatural! chilliness or heat 
immediately afterwards, and observed 
that a feeling of warmth and refresh- 
ment were the certain signs of its 
agreeing with the patient. 


ERRATUM. 

{In Dr. AnmstTRoNG’s last Lecture, 
Vol. viii. No. 8, p. 230, at the second 
line of the second coiamn, instead of 
a comma there ought to have been 
a full point at the end of the word 
* constipation,” and the words which 
immediately follow, viz. “ Chronic 
inflammation of the peritoneum and 
tubercles,” should have stood as the 
title of the sabseqnent section. } 
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REVIEWS. 

Manuale Medicum, or a Medical Pocket 
Book, for theuse of Students, Adapt- 
ed to the last edition of the Pharma- 
copeia Londinensis. By H. L. San- 
pers, Surgeon. 


I Petr unguentnm purer, chocolatam, | 
sprattos, li que*, and 
convince the public that you have 
not neglected your “ medical latin,” | 
that opprobrium of our art, at which 
the shafts ef satire have so oft | 
been levelled. WHeneforth let the | 
“< unlearned laugh” as may seem them | 
fit, their sneers cannot reach us; we 
are fortified at this point with ram- 
parts stronger than cohorns, and 
protected from the missiles of the vul- 
gar by a stream of elegant words, as 
wide and deep as the Oronoko, defy- 
ng alike the destroying hand of time 
and the radical reformers. “ Epitaphs,” 
says Johnson, ‘‘ should be written in| 
Latin, for being a dead language it | 
will always live ;” 
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and so it seems | 
should prescriptions, if they be meant | 
to outlive the patients for whom they | 
are made. Toinstruct young gentlemen 
to prescribe with elegance in the Latin 
language is the laudable intention of 
our author, to accomplish which, he 
has set down, onder various heads, 
such words as “ are not to be met 
with in Latin anthors of the classic 
description ;” in short, his work is a 
sort of “dictionary of the fancy,” 
devoted to the subject of dog latin,” 


* Chocolata, chocolate ; sprattus, 
a sprat ; dimonada, lemonade ; soya, soy, 
2 &c.—Sanders, Out upon such 
t ! 





embracing the names of many things, 
and the uses and doses of some others 
(the latter, apparently, extracted from 
Dr. T. Youne's Medical Literature) ; 
there is no lack of prescriptions, 
which are arranged under fourteen 
heads, and the volume is concluded 


by a sort of practical nosology, writ- 


ten in not very elegant or correct 
Latin. Take, for instance, the follow- 
ing, which will show, at the same time, 
the nature of this part of the work: 


* Opnruatmia Tars!.—Signa.— 
Inflammatio chronica, oculis erosio et 
exrdatio glutinosa. 


Meth. Med.—Alterativa com Cin- 
chona; Tarso applicandum Unguen- 
tam Hydrargyri nitrati ope penna ; si 
dolor supervenit Ungnentum Conii 
vel fotus papaveris u/ari (doctus, no- 
bis non hic oecurrit labor) oportet.”— 
p- 156. 


And the following as a specimen of 
the profound : 


« Eprstaxts.—S 'gna.—Capitis dolor 
vel gravitatis sensus ; vertigo; con- 
stipatio (quere?) ; faciei rubor; san- 
guinis e naribus emissio! (Bleeding 
rom the nose is decidedly a aymp- 
om of epistaxis)! 

Prognosis. Vie medicatrix nature 
est sepius plethoram prohibere. (Pat 
vis for vix,and after all an observation 
can hardly be termed a prognosis.) 

Cause.—Pubertas atque senectus 
(we do not see how these can be 
causes); plethora ; vesiculorum debi- 
litas; hese externe. 

Meth. Med.—Astringentia et frigi- 
facta naso applicentur ; antiphlogis- 
tica; sedativa. 


f 
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HzMoprtysis.—Signa.—Buecaram 
rabor ; caloris in thorace sensus ; san- 
guinis protusio dum tussis admovet. 

Diag.—Sanguinis expectoratio tus- 
siendo. 


Prog. fausta~—Febris hectica ab- 
sens. 
Cayse.—Malformatio; plethora ; 
vocem tollens. 
Meth. Med.—Ut precedens. 
H 2M ATEMEsIS.— Signa.—Sanguinis 
emissio vomitu, 
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Moth. Med.—Ut precedentes! !”” — 
pp- 177, 178. 

Iterem, iterum—ut precedens, ut 
precedentes. All this is is very fine, 
to be sure, and there is a precedent 
for it im Vowrame's ‘* Candide,” 
where it is stated to be a custom of 
the Hengarians to “ eat pork all the 
year round.” 

Among ail the compositions of our 
friend Cortanp, there is nothing to 
be compared with this Medical Poc- 
ket-book. 


An Etymological and Explanatory Dic- 
tionary of Words derived from the 
Latin, being a Sequel to the Students’ 
Manuat, By R. Haretson Brack, 
LLD. 12mo. pp. 334. London, 
1825. Longman and Co. (Second 
Edition.) 

Tae present work is an extension of 

the plan of the “ Students’ Manual” 

(which we formerly noticed *) to the 

Latin language, and is a very useful 

and judicious performance. 


The Medical Common Place Book, ar- 
ranged upon a new plan, for entering 
particular cases, with an Alphabeti- 
cal Index of upwards of Light- 
hundred Heads, which oceur in gene- 
ral veading and practice. Ato— 
Wetton, Fleet-street. 


“Tue leading terms in the practice 
of Physic, Surgery, Midwifery, Che- 
mistry, &c. will be found arranged 
alphabetically, and under each list a 
blank space has been left for the 
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insertion of any additional names that 
may be hereafter found necessary.”— 
Preface. 

The paper is good and neatly ruled, 
and the Index calculated to faci- 
litate a reference to notes, the im- 
portance of taking which cannot be 
too strongly impressed on the mind 
of the student. Many eminent men 
have become so solely by an early con- 
viction of the utility of a practice by 
which the most valuable parts of 
books and lectures, as well as cases 
and observations, ure not only more 
fixed in the memory, but are sure, by 
an easy reference, to be found when 
wanted. 


A general Biographical Dictionary, 
containing asummary account of the 
Lives of eminent Persons of all na- 
tions, previous to the present gencra- 
tion. 8ve. London 1825. Joun 
and Henry Leen Hunt. 


To those who interest themselves 
with biography, (and who does not?) 
the present work will be an agreeable 
treat. It makes its appearance in 
weekly and monthly Parts, and when 
completed will, apparently, make 
another such a volume as ‘* Cooper's 
Dictionary of Surgery,’ which, being 
printed in dowble columns and with 
similar type, it mo1ch resembles, It is 
a very cheap publica tion, written ina . 
coneise and lucid style, wd altogether 
extremely well got up. 


ee 


[We have received a great namber 
of works for review, all of which shall 
be noticed as speedily as possible. | 
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REVIEWS FROM THE WEST. 


Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Journal. 

Tere is obviousty a commotion 
amongst our contemporaries, a concus- 
sion of brains for finer phrases, and 
a scrutiny of old volumes for novelties. 
“* Scabies occupat extremum,” would 
seem to be the animating principle 
that gives vigour to the periodical 
contest ; we would beg leave to sug- 
gest it as a suitable motto. Various 
and ingenious are the means employed 
to maintain a place in the public mind 
in this struggle for existence. The 
prose medical of other days, by a re- 
volution in taste, has resolved itself 
into poetical prose, and if our Editors 
were only to study rhythm with the 
same success as they have style, we 
should not despair of seeing the sub- 
limities of physiology embodied in 
blank verse, or the next edition of 
the Edinburgh Dispensatory laboured 
into the octosyllabic couplet of Hup1- 
BRAS, the favourite poem of the junior 
of the Duncans. Theories, which had 
been tranquilly sleeping out the 
“* sleep of death,” revisit once more 
the “ glimpses of the moon” at the 
magic call of Dr. CopLanp, while the 
Quarterly quill ef Medicochirurgical 
Jounson glories in the multifarious 
dulness of three hundred pages of 
miscellany and review! The obscure 
village, as well as the polished city, 
has now its “* genius loci,” and each 
disease its particular patron, who 
lives by its ravages and faithfully re- 
ports its progress. It is now no longer 
a question, who writes? for who does 
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not? and a credulous spectator, whe 
looked at these exhibitions of success- 
fal practice without a knowledge of 
the motives that lead to publication, 
might imagine that a millenium of 
health was about to be established on 
earth. One man writes to show the 
extent of his practice by the number 
of cases he can quote in support of 
his opinions; another to prove his 
claim on public confidence from the 
manner in which he can compose 
without any experience at all. Un- 
fortunately for mankind, the utility of 
this system of universal authorship is 
not commensurate with the extent of 
its cultivation, and no wonder, since 
in the generality of these productions 
the interest of the writers alone seems 
to be studied ; thus exemplifying, in 
a very conspicuous manner, the pro- 
verb of “ charity begins at home.” 
The distinction between recovery and 
cure is no longer worth the observ- 
ance, and whatever is achieved by the 
efforts of nature is put down to the 
credit of medicinal influence and indi- 
vidual skill. This great barrier against 
the abuse of the press being once 
broken down, we see nothing to save 
us from the awful visitation of all the 
private case-books in the empire ap-~ 
pearing in print. Only one remedy 
for the removal of so great a national 
misfortune presents itself to our view, 
but if generally adopted it will prove 
a most effectual one ; it is simply this, 
let there be an understanding between 
the Editors of the various medical 
journals to suppress the name and 
residence of the author of every com- 
munication which they may publish, 
and we promise them, that under such 
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an arrangement, the reign of puffing 
will expire before six months; by such 
a plan would folly be defeated, va- 
nity robbed of its gratification, and 
designs of a less worthy kind without 
an object. We would seriously re- 
commend this method to Mr. Cor- 
LAND to rid himself of his old corre- 
spondents, and to all other journalists 
who wish to follow his late example, 
satisfied, as we are, that no modern 
essayist would accept of the fame 
even of a Junius upon the self-denying 
conditions of a “ stat nominis umbra,’ 
it being a curious fact, that no medi- 
cal writer, at least that we are ac- 
quainted with, ever had the modesty 
to publish a book without his name. 
It is not probable that the unpretend- 
ing authors of the present age will 
supply an exception to the rule in the 
instance of a “ great unknown” in 
the medical sciences. It has been, 
however, our fate to disagree with 
some persons upon the utility of such 
Compositions, and to express our dis- 
approbation of them in a way not very 
agreeable, as it appears, to many of 
their authors. 
pared, and cannot see why the writer 
of three pages should be exempted 
from that scrutiny extended to him 
of three hundred, as the shortness of 
an article, instead of excusing unne- 
cessary publication, or being an apo- 
logy for other inaccuracies, only ag- 
gravates those errors which might be 
pardoned in more lengthy productions 


For this we were pre- 


This is our answer to all such com- 
plaints, and without further ceremony 
we shall now proceed to rifle the 
treasures of the Northern casket, 
which we perceive is full beyond any 





former example with rarities from all 
quarters of the globe; instead of 
twelve or thirteen, the usual quantum 
of this journal, the turbid streams of 
the Highlands have swelled into a 
torreat of twenty articles, occupying 
no less a space than ninety pages. Te 
wade throug: this flood of facts, fie- 
tions, and speculations is a pleasure 
we should willingly decline if we 
valued our own ease more than the 
convenience of our readers, who, we 
presume, will be much better satis- 
fied even with an imperfect digest 
than with the trial of going through 
the entire mass of unmutilated dul- 


ness. 
The work opens with rather an ela- 

borate tract upon head-aches, indicat- 

ing some research, and a taste for 


classification in the writer; but not 
having yet bronght his labours to a 
termination, we must suspend our 
judgment for the present, sincerely 
hoping that his diffuseness will not 
excite that malady in his readers 
which his pen has been employed to 
remove. 

To this succeeds an aggravated case 
of double psoas abscess, by a Mr. 
MILRoy, which requires no assistance 
from us to render it worthy of con- 
tempt. It is accompanied by a plate, 
in which the artist seems to have used 
every effort to conceal, rather than to 
explain, the morbid anatomy of the 
Were ail the cases of this dis- 
ease that occur to be reported, vo- 
lames would not suffice to contain the 


parts. 


useless records. When any thing 
tending to elucidate the pathology, or 
to improve the treatment of this too 


common complaint, shall be discover- 
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ed, we shall be rejoiced to. make such 
information public; until then we 
mast be silent on dissections which 
have nothing to excite attention, ex- 
cept the inatility of their publication. 

To Mr. Woop we are indebted for 
an attempt to attest the efficacy of the 
tartrate of antimony in pneumonia. 
This case, though it does not substan- 
tiate the claims of that medicine to 
the preeminence conceded to it by 
Italian physicians, proves it te be a 
useful adjanct in the treatment of this 
disease. In conjunction with bleed- 
ing and purgatives, as employed by 
Mr. Wood, it may be highly service- 
able, but administered as a specific, a 
coffin, to save trouble, may be order- 
ed in the prescription. 

A case of perforation of the soft 
palate is next perspicuously detailed, 
and ingeniously remedied, by Mr. 
Atay, who modestly expresses a 
doubt whether his paper be of suffi- 
cient importance to be laid before the 
profession. The utility of his improve- 
ment on the instruments usually em- 
ployed to remedy defects of the palate, 
might have precluded any such mis- 
givings in his mind, but diffidence and 
merit are oftea companions. We shall 
endeavour te give some idea of the 
injury aud the means dsed to repair 
it. Suppose a triangular aperture in 
the soft palate, the base of which mea- 
sured about a quarter of an inch, the 
sides somewhat longer, and terminat- 
ing in a circular form above, and you 
have the state of the parts. Upon 
this apertare Mr. Allan performed M. 
Roux’s operation (the same as that 
performed for the hare-lip) three times, 
but with partial success, the ligatures 
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employed to keep the edges of the 
opening in apposition, though ribbon 
was used to prevent such an effect, 
having at each time cut their bold. 
The attempt to unite the parts in this 
manner having failed, he succeeded 
at length in forming an instrument of 
Indian rubber, in the following man- 
ner : a solid piece of this substance is 
to be cut into the shape, but some- 
what larger than the aperture in- 
tended to be closed; in the edge 
of this piece of elastic gum a convex 
groove is to be formed, so that the 
margins of the instrument overlap the 
sides of the apertere in the palate, 
without causing either mach pressure 
or irritation of the parts. The writer 
represents it as easily applied, and 
answering all the intentions for which 
it had been used. 

It would appear, that a residence 
in a foreign country confers a pre- 
scriptive right on medical men to fa- 
vour their friends at home with specu- 
lations on the peculiarities of climate 
and disease, so mumereus are the 
communications of this description of 
late. But as far as the testimony of 
Mr. Henperson can be depended on 
in his vasty essay upon East Indian 
diseases, such efforts might well be 
dispensed with, since from this gen- 
tleman’s lueubrations, we cannot dis- 
cover any difference in the diseases or 
the treatment of the Sepoys in India 
and the Serfs' of Ireland ; or why Mr. 
HENDERSON might not compose the 
same treatise in the latitude of Cone- 
mora as in that of Hindostan. 

Mr. Syme is indeed a bero. To 
moot even a donbt onthe propriety of 
dressing wounds after amputation, 
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has been long and unjustly considered 
synonymous with high treason against 
the state of English surgery. With 
this writer we perfectly agree, that 
union by the /ast is a much more fre- 
quent occurrence than union by the 
first intention ; and that botk first and 
last intentions are often frustrated by 
the unnecessary accumulation of ban- 


bages and adhesive plaster, the pre-' 


sence of which substance we believe 
to be almost a certain preventive 
against ali kinds of union. Whoever 
wishes to be satisfied of the disuniting 
properties of adhesive plaster, has 
only to observe the state of wounds 
to which it has been applied after 
venesection, and also in the removal 
of the first dressings from amputated 
limbs. In the former instance he will 
find the wound to heal much sooner if 
lint only be used ; in the latter, he 
will find that the parts generally 
united, are those over which the ad- 
hesive straps have not passed, We 
cannot, however, subscribe to the sub- 
stitation of sutures, as proposed by 
Mr, Syme, for the adhesive plaster, 
but as few and as smal! straps of it as 
possible should be employed, the rest 
can be done by a well-managed ban- 
dage. 


A. Dr. Martianp, of Blackburn, 
(wherever that is,) innocently imagines 
that he has been increasing our know- 
ledge, by making additions to a spe- 
cies of facts which are yet far from 
being well understood. His contri- 
butions to morbid anatomyvare rather 
an enlargement of that great labyrinth 
than an elucidation of its complexity. 
We shall decline venturing into a 





maze, for which our author has not 
furnished a elue, 

Omitting the text of the next arti- 
cle, we shall merely give the writer's 
(Dr. Harrison) comment, and leave 
the reader to judge of the value of the 
communication and our own prudence. 

« The diseased appearances, or en- 
largement of the heart, could hardly 
account for it (difficulty of breathing). 


It can only be considered as a case of 


simple enlargement of the heart, ac- 
companied by hydrothorax.” 

Mr. Wiseman details a series of 
cases, as if one was not sufficient to 
convince his readers, that a man with 
so promising a name, may be, not- 
withstanding a trifler. Cases of in- 
flammation of the cellular substance, 
caused by the absorption of morbid 
matter, and extending along the arm 
to the muscles of the trunk, have of 
late become so common, that they 
must cease to be interesting, until 
some new plan of treatment more 
successful shall be discovered, than 
that with which we. are already ac- 
quainted, There is a note append- 
ed to this case, which, in courtesy to 
the writer, Joun DUNCAN, jun. we 
must suppose to be of great import- 
ance. 

So much has been written on conta- 
gion by ourselves and others durjng 
the last six months, that it would be 
am unnecessary cruelty to inflict one 
word of comment on Sir Grrzerr 
Brane’s paper on that subject. We 
must, therefore, pass in silence the 
baronet’s communication, observing 
only that he is an orthedox conta- 
gionist. 

We have rarely met with a case 





300 


more satisfactory, as to its termina- 
tion, than that detailed by Mr. Wisu- 
ART, of amaurosis. The disease de- 
pended upon derangement of the 
prime vie, and was removed in the 
course of about twenty days by the 
use of purgatives. The subject was 
a boy of nine years of age, the vision 
being completely lost in one eye, but 
by this plan of treatment, assisted by 
blisters, the sight was entirely re- 
stored. 

We are surprized not to have met 
Dr, Scot's case of poisoning by oxalic 
acid in the newspapers; here it is 
quite out of place. 

The good and evil resulting from 
the extraction of calculi from the fe- 
male bladder by dilatation, are so en- 
tirely dependent upon chance, or ra- 
ther upon circumstances that cannot 
be foreseen or controlled, that this 
plan of operation is likely to remain 
a stumbling block, a mere will-I-do- 
it or will-I-not to the profession. 
Mr. Macintosn, in the present in- 
stance, succeeded in extracting in 
this manner a large stone from a fe- 
male, withont the usual effects of this 
mode of operating having followed. 
He used sponge, compressed into 
tents with tallow, to dilate the urethra, 
a plan much better than metallic in- 
struments employed for the same pur- 
pose. 

Connected with, and arising out of 
the preceding case, is the description 
of a dilator, invented by Mr. Syme. 
Its cheapness, simplicity, and effi- 
ciency place it far above every other 
instrament of the same description. 
It simply consists of a compass, with 
round legs bent at right angles, and, 
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when introduced into the urethra, 
opened by a screw placed near the 
hinge of the instrament. The cutlers, 
we presume, would be much more 
obliged to Mr. Syme for a more com- 
plicated apparatus. 

Mr. Torset discovered too late the 
symptoms attendant upon the pre- 
sence of calculiin the intestinal tube 
to render his patient any service. 
Had his post-mortem examination been 
performed as an ante-mortem opera- 
tion it would have very much in- 
creased the interest of his case, and 
probably added to his own reputation. 
But, in such difficulties, what eye can 
see its way? 

We must leave Mr. Nivison and 
Mr. Irvin to settle their own disputes. 
Having given an account of the cor- 
tended case ina former Review, we 
are not calied upon to furnish another 
in this place. It appears that Mr. 
Nivison took the liberty of publishing 
the case without Mr. Irvin's consent, 
for which freedom the latter is ex- 
ceedingly wrath. Happy souls, if 
they have nought but this to disturb 
their peace. 


Be it known to all the sons of Escn- 
lapius, born and unborn, who have, 
or shall have, to treat ganglions, that 
Dr. Cumin, of Glasgow, has succeed- 
ed in dispersing such tumours, by in- 
troducing into the: a couching needle, 
and pressing their contents into the 
surrounding cellular substance, to be 
there taken up by a class of elevators 
in the animal economy called ab- 
sorbents. For all further information 
communicated by this gentleman, we 
refer the reader to Rees’s Encyclo- 
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pedia, which goodly book we have 
mo fancy to retail at second hand. 

An experiment to refute the theory 
of the venous circulation being de- 
pendent upon suction, concludes the 
volume. It is quite satisfactory upon 
this subject, but quite unnecessary, 
as every case of venesection presents 
precisely the same phenomena. Had 
the experimentalist only the sense of 
the rabbit which he sacrificed, its life 
sight well have been spared. Andis 
this all we can glean from ninety 
pages, and the labours of twenty men?! 
© quantum est in rebus inane ! 
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ANALYSIS OF FOREIGN MEDICAL JOUR- 
NALS. 


ARCHIVES GENERALES. 


A succinct Account of Researches made 
on Inflammation of the Veins, illus- 
‘trated by Cases, By M. Risus. 


Tuts interesting paper of M. Risus 
oa inflammation of the veins, was first 
published in the eighteenth volume of 





the “ Memoires de la Societé a’ Emu- 
lation,” with several others on patho- 


logical anatomy. Inflammation of the 
veins has since attracted his particu- 
lar attention, and the result of his in- 
qviries will be found exceedingly use- 
fl in the treatment of this serious 
affection. 


In the first place, a condensed ex- 
position wiil be given of such altera- 
tions in the veins as are the results of 
inflammation; and, secondly, such 
sympt will be ated as mark 
the progress of the dixease. The veins 
of the extremities will be first consi- 
dered. 
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1. When the veins are examined in 
the dead body, whatever quantity of 
blood they may contain, when emp- 
tied and wiped clean, it is found that 
in general their appearance is white, 
and that the small veins are almost 
transparent. In subjects in which 
veins have been found to contain fluid 
blood, or blood more or less coagu- 
lated, the veins have sometimes been 
observed to be a little tinged, as if 
they had absorbed a part of the blood, 
giving the vein the colour of wine 
lees, whilst at other times they have 
preserved their natural appearance. 
Why is this difference? The tissue of 
the vein must have undergone some 
alteration, either in consequence of 
disease, or atter death, otherwise the 
appearances which it exhibits would 
be always alike. 

2. The veins inflame very frequent- 
ly, and this affection is a very serious 
one. I have seen the veins inflamed 
in different degrees, and assuming vas 
rious appearances. I have occasionally 
found a great number of veins in- 
flamed at the same time, and the small- 
veins have appeared more frequently 
affected than the others, in such, at 
least, as are of sufficient size to be 
dissected with the ordinary instrue 
ments. I have before had occasion to 
speak of erysipelas, and I am still 
convinced that it has its principal 
seat in the small capillary venous ves- 
sels. J have frequently seen the large 
veins also inflamed, such as the saphe- 
na, the tibial veins, the femoral, and 
the deep veins of the arm, but espe« 
cially the superficial veins of that part; 
the veins of the abdomen are very 
subject to inflammation, such as the 


| inferior cava and its branches, the 


vena porte, and the hepatic vein, 
while their ramifications are more lia~ 
ble to inflammation than the other ab- 
dominal veins. The sivuses of the 
dara mater often exhibit traces of in- 
flammation. I have found some veins 
inflamed for two or three inches only, 
sometimes ina part of their calibre 
only, and occasionally I have traced 
the inflammation even to the right 
auricle. 

When the internal tunic of a vein 
presents any traces of inflammation, 
the cellular textare, which is situated 
to the exterior of the t inic, is observed 
to be much injected, and that injec- 
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I could easily detach. it 


is limited to the inflamed part ; 
the greater part of its length, bu 
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tion 
but if the inflammation be more ad- 


vanced, the internal tunic is reddened 
all over, and there are no interspaces 
of white appearance ; in proportion to 
the degree of inflammation is the co- 
Jour more intense. This colour is very 


in the renal vein this was impossible: 

4. The internal tunics of the vein 
may be of a white transparent appear- 
ance, tinged with the blood which it 
may contain, or exhibit varions traces 





different from that which is produced | of inflammation, from the mere injee- 
by the mere absorption of the blood, | tion of the vessels, to the exudation of 
as is noticed above, for it may be | the false membrane already mention- 
éasily seen that the colour, in cases | ed, or ulcerated. When im the latter 
of imflamnration, depends upon the state, they are generally filled with a 
quantity of blood contained in the|serons or sanguineous fluid, which 
small vessels, which are spread ont | sometimes is carried into the cireula- 
on the internal surface of the vein. tion, and sometimes remains shut up 
These vessels have a reticular dispo-| in their interior. Frequently the vein 
sition, and it is in this sort of net |is filled with pus, sometimes the pus 
Work that the inflammation is prin- | is mixed with a little blood; but oc- 


cipally seated. 


Afierwards the other | casionaily pus may be found in the 


tunies become implicated, and the | veins where there is not the least 


coats of the vein tien look like a ho- 
mass. Iw these cases the 


inflammation in these vessels, as it 
may have reached them by absorption, 


internal tunic is more or less thick- | jnst as we almost constantly observe. 
med, the sides of the vein become /oil in the veins when in a healthy 


sometimes so much enlarged, that, on 
making a transverse section of it, the 

cavity remains of a circular figure, | 
like the section of an artery. 

3. The veins having been, or being, | 
thns affected, preseut some varieties | 
of appearance ; sometimes their sides , 
are smooth, and shining, at other) 
times uneven; sometimes in a state 
of suppuration, with small ulcerated 
surfaces, and when yon float in water 

veins, you will find that the sar- | 

has a villous appearance; the 
cure of such a state can only be ac- 
complished by the obliteration of the 
Vein, 

It sometimes happens, that in con- | 
sequence of inflammation, an exuda- 
tion of albuminous matter takes place, | 
as in croup, which lines the internal , 
tunic completely, or partially, varying | 
also in its consistency, in proportion | 
to the degree of inflammation. Some- | 

s the separation from the side of 
the vein is easily effected, and at other 
times it adheres with great tenacity, 
80 that itis impossible completely to 
detach it. A remarkable specimen of 
this kind was shown me by Professor 
CHAUSssiER; it was taken from a fe- | 
male, in whom not only the whole 
of the interior of the left renal vein 
was lined by this accidental tunic, 
bat also the vena cava, as fur as the 
diaphragm above, and as far as the) 
division into the iliac veins below.! 


| and 


state.* 

5. Sometimes the vein being slightly 
inflamed, allows itself to be dilated 
distended to a greater degree 
than ordinary ; the vessel being dis- 
eased, camnot reach upon the fluid 
which is forced into it; the blood is 
arrested in its course, coagulates, and 
then becomes inspissated, adheres to 
the vein, and thus completely obstructs 
the circitlation through the part. It is 
then that the limb begins to swell, 
and I have remarked that in some 
subjects this swelling assumes a pect- 
liar character; the t does not 


| change its colour, it is soft and elas- 


tic, and when the finger is pressed on 
it, the depression made by the finger 
does not remain. As the tumefaction 
is not produced by gas, nor by a se- 
rous infiltration imto the celjular tis- 
sue of the limb, it can only be owing 


|to the expansion of the parts which 


form the limb. 

That which I have pearticnlarly to 
observe respecting persons who have 
varices, is this; you may observe ia 
the legs of those individuals, hard, 
long, cylindrical bodies, disposed in 
various directions on the suriace of 
the limb, these are the enlarged veins, 





* M. Risus takes it for granted that 
the absorbent power of the veins is 
satisfactorily proved.— Ep. 





they gradually diminish 
size, and then become of their na- 
tural size and figure. On examina- 
tion of these veins after death, I have 
found some quite filled by coagulable 
matter, others in which the adhesive 
matter appeared like a flattened cord, 
almost ligamentous. In some patients, 
you may observe these when the prin- 
cipal vein of the limb has been ob- 
structed, the anastomosing veins en- 
large, and the swelling which had 
taken place in the limb gradually to 
subside. I have found in the splenic 
vein a black matter, soft, and greasy, 
presenting here and there fibrous fila- 
ments, easily broken down by the 
fingers. The whole of the mass was 
about the size of a puilet’s egg, and 
completely intercepted the circula- 
tion in the splenic vein. I am per- 
suaded, that all the alterations which 
I have enumerated, are produced by 
inflammation of the veins. 

6. Lhave met with a case of inflam- 
mation of the veins caused by a chil- 
blain, and although I have only seen 
one case, it is a very remarkable one. 
This will be hereafter described. Va- 


rices are often accompanied by in- 
flammation of the veins, of which I 
have seen a great many examples, 
not only in men, but also in women, 


especially when pregnant. This af- 


fection sometimes renders pregnancy | 
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a slight in the course of the af- 
fected Sac the veins dilate, and 
make on the limb distinct elevations 
of aslightly blae colour; after a time 
this colour becomes of a pale red, cir- 
culation ceases throngh that vein, and 
the blood which it contains is more or 
less decomposed. If in this state the 
circulation should be soon restored, as 
is sometimes the case, this decomposed 
matter is carried into the circulation, 
and produces very serious symptoms. 
If gentle pressure be made from be- 
low apwards, the vein may be emptitd 
of this imperfect coagulum, bat it is 
soon filled again, but not, as might be 
expected, with blood from the branches 
to the trunk, but by a retrograde mo- 
tion of the fluid before pressed up- 
wards. Many times I have observed, 
that after the circulation through a 
vein has been interrupted for some 
hours, or even for a day, it has 
been suddenly re-established, but I 
have as frequently observed that some 
serious symptoms have followed, par- 
ticularly affections of the head. All 
the symptoms of phlegmon, or inflam- 
mation of the veins, are preceded by 
pain, which is at first slight, but which 
afterwards is considerably angment- 
ed ; it goes on increasing, and is very 
painfal to the touch. hen you put 
your finger on a vein that is inflamed, 
the patient complains of great pain ; 
he cannot prevent himself from with- 
drawing the limb from you. The swell- 
ing and elevation of the veins above 


extremely disagreeable, by the pains | the oat of os skin goes —— 
which it occasions, and which obliges |ing, and the blue colour which they 
them to keep the recumbent, or semi-| 4ssume may be clearly seen through 
recumbent posture up to the time of| the integuments, or they appear of a 
their confinement. light red, just as when the lymphatic 

I have collected many cases of in- | vessels are inflamed. The pain is al- 
flammation of the veins, caused by) ways severe ; if, for example, the 
varicose ulcers. Ulcers, with caries | veins of the leg and thigh are inflam- 
of the bones of the legs, is also a fre-| ed to a great degree, the patient can- 
quent cause of the same affection. I | not meve the limb oe it Po. 
have aiways found the vein inflamed |ing very severe pain. In ail those 
in those individuals who have died of! who have had this affection of the 
Srangrene sericies. I have always veins ot the lewer extremities, I have 
found the veins inflamed in the neigh-| Observed that the limb has been 
bourhood of the mortified part. In | slightly flexed, the thigh toward the 
cases of erysipelas, the veins are in- | pelvis and “ Ieg [eas the thigh. 
flamed. In cases of puerperal peri-| and that this flexion bas been increas- 
tonitis, I have found the veins of the | ed in proportion as the affection has 
abdomen inflamed, especially those | become more intense. It has also 
.. the uterus. been observed in the cémmencement 

7. When inflammation commence: | of this affection, and even after it has 
in the veins, the patient complains of| existed for a considerable time, that 





the s situated between the in- 
flamed veins have not been at all 
painfal; at first the colour is not 
changed, but after a time there are 
reddish spots, or patches, to be seen, 
as in scurvy. Phlyctene sometimes 
appear toward the close of the affec- 
tion; the spaces between the veins 
become soft, bluish, and doughy ; the 
parts assume the appearance of ap- 
proaching gangrene ; the heat of the 
part is at first diminished, but it be- 
comes in its progress much higher 
than natural; the pulse presents con- 
siderable variations during the pro- 
gress of the disease, it becomes small, 
uickened, and intermittent; the ab- 
omen tense, at first is not painful, 
but afterward becomes very tympa- 
nitic and painful; the respiration is 
difficult; the tongue dry, chapped, 
and blackish ; the gums and teeth of 
a black colour; there is pain in the 
head and delirium, soon after which 
death generally puts an end to the 
sufferings of the patient. 
. 8. We have now stated suchchanges 
as are observed in the veins of per- 
sons who have died of inflammation 
of these vessels, and we now proceed 
to describe the pathological appear- 
ances of the different organs: the 
abdomen is tumid ; the stomach and 
intestines are inflamed in many parts ; 
the mucous membrane of the alimen- 
tary canal is principally affected with 
inflammation ; the abdominal perito- 
neum is also inflamed, and the spleen 
and liver are generally softened. I 
have always found, in the cases which 
I have examined, the pleura altered 
in texture by the inflammation, with 
a large quantity of serous fluid in the 
thorax; the brain and its membranes 
are more or less affected with the in- 
flammation; the pia mater is gene- 
rally more red than natural, and its 
thickness considerably augmented ; 
the arachnoid in general adheres to 
the pia mater and presents the traces 
of inflammation, and frequently there 
is an exudation of lymph between it 
and the pia mater. 

9. Inflammation of the veins is an 
affection which sometimes proves ra- 
pidly fatal, althongh I have known 
some cases continue for forty, forty- 
five, and fifty days. If the inflamma- 
tion spreads toward the internal and 
deep-seated veins, it is exceedingly 


THE LANCET. 


dangerous, but if it should only ex- 
tend toward the surface of the body 
it is not often fatal. 

10. The treatment of inflammation 
of the veins is not quite decided, but 
the cases which I shall snubjoin will 
show that treatment which proved 
most successful. 


CASE I. 


Madame D., aged thirty-six, resid- 
ing at the Place de l’Estrapade, was 
subject every winter to chilblains on 
the hands, which caused her a great 
deal of pain during the greatest part 
of the winter quarter. The suffering 
which this lady experierced for seve- 
ral days in the left hond and fore-arm 
induced her to send tome. The per- 
son who came to fetch me, requested 
that I would not delay a moment in 
coming, as the arm was almost in a 
gangrenous state, and I own that 
when I first saw the patient I thought 
that this was the case. On a more 
atteniive examination of the arm, it 
struck me that there was something pe- 
culiar in itsappearance, and as it pre- 
sented some phenomena which I had 
never before observed in any case of 
chilb!ain, or in common intlammation, 
I determined on noting what might 
appear singular in the case. The state 
of the parts was as follow :— 

The cephalic median, anterior and 
posterior radial veins were very much 
dilated, and this dilation extended 
above, as far up as the trunk of the 
cephalic vein, and below to the outer 
part of the hand. In almost all the 
divisions of these veins, and in all 
their length, they are much distend- 
ed with blood, which appeared to be 
of a blacker colour than usual, So 
tender to the touch was the skin cover- 
jing these vessels, that the slightest 

pressure cansed the patient to cry 
out immediately, but when the skin 
| was touched between the veins, no 
sort of uneasiness was experienced, 
The hand and fore-arm were very 
much swollen, of an obscure or duil 
red colour, and here and there be- 
tween the veins were patches of a 
reddish colour, which appeared to be 
produced by the infiltration of blood 
into the cellular tirsee, as in scorbu- 
tic cases ; the fore-arm was slightly 
bent toward the upper arm ;j the 
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tongue was rather white, but not such | 
as announced any internal irritation. | 
Without having any particular dislike | 
for food, the patient had but little 
appetite, and drank rather more fre- 
quently than usual; the bowels were 
regular; the urine rather higher co- 
loured than usual; and the palse, 
which remained about the natural 
standard during the day, was quick- 
ened at the approach of evening. 

M. R. appears to have mistaken 
the case at first, or at Jeast his treat- 
ment was not such as we should adopt 
under the circumstances mentioned. 
He ordered wine and stimulating re- 
medies, and it was not until the pa- 
tient became sensibly worse that tnis 
plan of treatment was changed. The 
pulse was frequent and hard, and it 
was with some hesitation that two 
cups of blood were drawn from the 
opposite arm ; after a few hours, the 
patient became more calm and she 
passed the night with tranquillity. 
On the 27th she appeared somewhat 
better, and on the 28th and 29th re- 
mained just as before. 

On the 30th the pains returned 
as severe as at first, for which a 
fomentation was ordered, and the arm 
was enveloped in a linseed-meal poul- 
tice ; the tonic mixture was continued 
until the first of January. Under this 
treatment the pain abated; the heat 
of the skin remained just as before. 
On the morning of the second, I found 
the patient very much agitated; she 
had had an attack of fever in the 
night with shivering, and the pains in 
the extremity were very severe. The 
branches of the basilic, the median, 
and anterior cervical were intlamed 
as far as the trunk of the basilic, and 
in the cephalic vein the circulation 
appeared to have ceased. When I 
made pressure on the veins from be- 
low upwards, the blood in them passed 
up, but descended again as soon as 
the pressure was removed ; each touch 
gave the patient very great pain. 1 
observed also many phiyctenx on the 
back of the hand and toward the 
lower part of the fore-arm. The pulse 
was intermittent and very frequent ; 
the respiration difficult, accompanied 
with a slight macous rattle ; the arm 
was more flexed. Notwithstanding 
all these symptoms, M. Rubus has just 





as_great a dread of bleeding as his 


brother practitioners. He ordered an 
antispasmodic potion and a drachm 
of theriaca.* The symptoms went on 
increasing, at which we cannot feel 
much surprised; the hand and arm 
became more and more swollen; the 
veins were distinctly traceable 
throaghout their whole course, feeling 
knotted and hard; the hand became 
cold and then the fore-arm; gangrene 
followed ; the patient became drowsy, 
then delirious, and died on the 13th 
of January. 

Nine hours after death an exami- 
nation waa made of the arm; the ba~ 
silic vein and its branches were very 
much inflamed, but the most decided 
alteration was found in the radial, ce- 
phalic anterior and posterior; they 
were very much dilated and filied with 
a purulent fluid, which, in many places, 
resembled the jees of wine, and in 
other parts good and well formed pus. 
The thickness of the coats of the veins 
was so great, that when cut across 
their mouths remained open like those 
of arteries. Ulcerations were seen 
also on the internal surface, and after 
washing the part in water a villous 
appearance conld be distinctly seen. 
The trunk of the cephalic vein con- 
tained pus, as did also the axillary 
vein, which was decidedly inflamed ; 
the inflammatory appearance of the 
axillary vein was extended along the 
subclavian to the superior cava, even 
to the right auricle. The pericardium 
contained a sero-sanguineous matter ; 
the costal and pulmonic plexus was 
much injected, and in some parts 
much inflamed ; in the lefi cavity of 
the chest were about four ounces of 
reddish serum. Thus terminates the 
first case. 


CASE Il. 


Jean Taupenas, a military invalid, 
aged 83, had, from his 4@th yea:, vari- 
cose enlargements of the veins of his 
legs, which he alwayskept tightly laced. 
The left leg became very paintal, and 
on the Ist of July 1819 he entered 
the Hotel Dieu. The veins of the 
upper part of the foot and lower part 
of the leg were very much dilated ; 
the saphena about the lower third of 


* A compound, containing a small 
quantity of « pium. 
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the leg had a varix of the size of a 
bean, very hard and i 80 
sensitive that the slightest towch pro- 
duced great pain; the pulse was good, 
the sleep much disturbed, but aii the 
functions were regulariy 

On the 5th, the scorbatic-like spots 
showed themselves on the upper part 
of the foot and the lower part of the 
leg. The state of the patient did not 
change much until the 20th, when 
the pains became very severe ; eight 
leeches were applied ; the night was 
— more trangnilly ~~ * the pre- 

ing, and the patient found him- 
self better. 

On the 22d, the pains returned as 
bad as before ; emollient catapiasms 
were ordered and kept applied until 
the 24th. On the day following, the 
foot and the extermal and lower part 
of the limb were of a brown colonr, 
and the heat had much diminished. 
The pulse, which hitherto had been 
good, now became small, quickened, 
and intermittent ; the abdomen tumid 
without being painful. 

On the 26th, the pain in the limb 
was insupportable, especially in the 
course of the veins, and phlyctene 
made their appearance. The sensi- 
bility in the membrane diminished ; 
frictions made from below upwards 
emptied the vessels of their bleod, 
but as soon as the pressure wae re- 
moved the blood again descended into 
the part from which it had been 
pressed out, so that it was evident 
that the cirenlation had ceased, and 
that the affection of the veins of the 
ies had extended to those of the 


igh. 

On the first of August, the swelling 
before noticed in the lower part of 
the leg ulcerated, and discharged pus 
of a brownish colour; the bottom ef 
the wonnd appeared black. The his- 
tory. of the case from the first to the 
tenth of August affords us an account 
of a gangrenous state of the parts fast 
hastening to a fatal progress, attend- 
ed with delirium and hiccup, a tron- 
bled respiration, and on the 10th the 
patient died. 

An examination of the body was 
made, and it was found that the ta- 
mour in the lower part of the saphena, 
as before mentioned, was composed 
of an enlargement of the vein, in which 
a deposit of adhesive matter had been 





sionally be readily 

the life-time of the patient, it must 
have been taken np and mixed with 
the whole mass of blood. The small 
intestines were inflamed, particelarly 
the jejunum. The membranes of the 
brain were inflamed, and there was 
considerable effusion imto the ventri- 
cles. The lungs were in a healthy 
state. 


CASE Iil. 


Flicoteau, a military invalid, aged 
55, had been wounded in the lower 
art of the left leg; the wound was 
gz, but it had cicatrized, and the 
cure was complete. For many years 
after he enjoyed very good health, 
when, withoat any evident cause, he 
feli into a melancholy hypochondria- 
sis. Abouta month after the occur- 
rence of the hypechondriasis, he com- 
plained of a pain along the inner part 
of the left leg and thigh. On examin- 
ing the limb, it was found that the in- 
ternal — vein was red, painful, 
and evidently inflamed even to the 
groin. When the vein was touched, 
the patient experienced very severe 
pain ; bat the blood contained in the 
vessel circulated freely. The old ci- 
catrix became red and painful, swell- 
ed and iuflamed. A gangrenous speck 
appeared at the internal and lower 
part of the leg, which soon extended 
itself, so that the lower end of the 
two bones of the leg was quite divi- 
ded. The abdomen became painful 
and swollen, the respiration difficult, 
and accompanied with @ mucous rat- 
tle. The pulse, which was before 
smali and very frequent, soon became 
intermittent. On the thirteenth day 
from the attack he lost his recollec- 
tion, and on the fifteenth day he died. 
The lower part of the tibia was de- 
nuded, and the parts about the ancle 
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gangrenous ; the arteries were in their 
natural state, and. the veins of the leg 
and foot had acquired an unnatural 
hardness. The saphena vein, from the 
malleol4s internus even to the knee, 
was very red and inflamed ; it con- 
tained throughout its whole course 
much pus, which in some places was 
white, but in others of a reddish co- 
lour; the lymphatic vessels of the 
groif’ were also very much enlarged, 
so much enlarged, that a probe might 
be introduced inte some of them. The 
intestines were inflamed in many 
places, but the viseera of the thorax 
appeared healthy. In the cavity of 
the pleura there was some pus found, 
bat the pleura itself presented no 
traces of inflammation. In the lower 
part of the left pleura was a collec 

tion of matter which had assumed 
somewhat of an encysted appearance, 
and M. Ripus imagines that the mat- 
ter was not secreted by the parts im- 
mediately in the neighbourhood, but 
by the parts above, as the usual floc- 
celent or villous appearances were 


wanting. 
CASE IV. 

A man named Landry, aged about 
60, had experienced, during five days, 
intolerable pains in the right foot, and 
in the lower part of the leg of the 
same side; it was easily seen that the 
saphena vein, where it passed over the 
internal malleolus, was inflamed. To- 
wards the middie of the dorsum of 
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observed that little pieces of fibrin or 
coagniam, which I had seen in veins, 
had been removed, After the disap- 
pearance of the inflammation from the 
vein, it remained for some time pain- 
ful, but in the end the patient was 
perfectly cured, 


CASE V. 


M. Prieur, an officer, aged 80, had 
a cireular nicer, with hard edges, si- 
tuated a little above the internal part 
of the articulation of the right toot. 
{nflammation took place in the inter- 
nal saphena, from the place mention- 
ed, to the upper third of the leg. The 
vein had acquired three times its na- 
tural size; it was eiastic, remittent, 
and extremely painful, but much more 
painful on pressure than otherwise. 
The circulation ceased in all the in- 
flamed portion of the vein for twenty 
days. When the veia was compressed 
from below upwards, the fluid could 
be made to ascend, but it immediately 
returned when the pressure was re 
removed. The soft parts of the infe- 
rior part of the leg and foot were 
hard, and of an obscure red colour, 
as in scorbutics, and thus the parts 
remained for two months. The vein 
recovered gradually its natural state, 
and the circulation was restored. In 
about two years after, the vein was 
quite well, and the. patient enjoyed 
good health. 

CASE VI. 





the foot was another inflamed por- 


tion of vein, and in beth these places | 


the vessel felt as hard as a piece 
of cord. The blood did not circu- | 


The sinuses of the dara mater may 
be inflamed, as well as the veins in 
other parts of the body; the blood 
may stagnate in it, it may assume a 


late throngh these parts of the vein,| fibrous character, and appear as firm 
bat found its way by the anasto- a8 any other part of the body, as the 
mosing vessels. The inflammation did foilowing case will show: A person of 
not im this case confine itself to the | considerable distinction, aged torty- 


coats of the vein, but extended to the | five years, complained of severe pain 
surrounding cellular tissne. On the | about the upper part of the head; the 
back of the foot, and on the lower part | pain was so severe at times, that his 
of the leg were several patches of a| friends feared he would become in- 


red colour. On the tenth day from| sane. He was frequently sabject to 
the appearance of the inflammation, | epileptic fits, whicn were sometimes 


the vein was still red, hard, and very 
painful; on the eleventh day the 
tibrous cord contained in the vein dis- 
placed itself; it atterwards disap- 


very near to each ether, and at other 
times were separated by considerable 
intervals of time. He himself fre- 
quently was afraid that le should lose 


peared, and the circulation thongh|lis senses, but these fears were 
the vessel was restored. This cireum-| groundiess, and he recovered with the 
stance I had never seen occur befere,| perfect enjoyment of his sevses. In 
and it would have appeared to me/a few montis after this, he was sad- 
Very astonishing, if L had not before | denly seized with delirium, which con- 
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tinued for twenty-four days ; after a 
time he became somewhat more calm, 
but gradually sunk in six months from 
the first attack. Towards the close 
of his life the epileptic fits became 
very frequent, and he complained at 
times of a very severe pain in his head. 

On examination of the head, it was 
found that the sinuses of the dura 
mater, but more especially the longi- 
tudinal sinus, was very much thick- 
ened, and contained in its anterior 
part a fibrous body, two inches long, 
rather flattened, and well organized ; 
and it so firmly adhered to the sides 
of the sinus, that considerable force 
Was necessary to separate it, from 
which it mast be evident that the cir- 
culation of the blood had ceased in 
the whole of the anterior part of the 
sinus. In the two posterior thirds 
the longitadinal sinuses were very 
much dilated, and contained a large 

uantity of blood of a black colour. 

e sides of the sinus were rough, 
reddened, and presented the most 
unequivocal marks of a severe inflam- 
mation. 

. The superior longitudinal sinus 
emptied itself into the right lateral 
sinus, which remained pervious, and 
it was only by this channel that the 
whole of the blood received into the 
longitudinal sinus was carried away, 
as the left lateral ventricle was plag- 
ged up by a firm mass of fibrinous 
matter. The pia mater also presented 
distinet marks of inflammation. 

M, Risus has been led to examine 
the abdominal viscera of those per- 
sons who have died of adynamic fever, 
aud he has found that in several cases 
the superior mesenteric, splenic veins, 
and vena porte, have been much in- 
flamed, and that he has traced the in- 
flammation of the inner coat of the 
vessel as far as the right auricle. The 
eases which are given by M. R. are 
useful, on account of the pathological 
views of the disease which they ex- 
hibit. 

Employment of Caustic to arrest the 
Variolous Eruption. 

M. VELPEAN read a paper, at a late 
sitting of the Royal Academy of Me- 
dicine, to show, that if the variolous 
eruptions were tonched with canstic, 
within the two first days of their ap- 
pearance, with a caustic pencil, or 
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in a solution of 
the nitrate of silver, the tules 
would no longer increase, that if 
it were applied later, it would check 
their turther development. He more- 
over remarked, that the places healed 
after the application of the caustic 
without leaving the least mark. 


with a 


Section 7 Surgery. 
M. Roux has lately performed the 
operation of staphylorophy on three 
patients, with perfect success. 


To the Editor of Taz Lancer. 





Sir,—From the last letter of “ Exr- 
NENsIS,” it might be supposed that 
the Royal College of Surgeons in Ire- 
land had refused, or would refuse, te 
admit an Apprentice of mine to an Ex- 
amination. 

The charter of that College describes 
those to whom an examination must 
be given, as “ persons who have 
served an apprenticeship of five years 
to any regularly educated Surgeon,” 
and I have the opinion of the first 
law authorities in Ireland, that the 
Apprentices of the Members of all the 
Colleges or Communities of Surgeons 
in the United Kingdom, cr elsewhere, 
come as much within the meaning of 
the charter of the Irish College as the 
apprentices of itsown members. The 
Court of Examiners of the Irish Col- 
lege have always acted in conformity 
to this meaning of the charter. 

As “ Ertnensis” has evidently wish- 
ed to draw a very flattering — of 
me, he will be pleased to hear, that 
I have voluntarily confined 7 prac- 
tice to consultations, and that I every 
year refuse more money than he thinks 
I receive—that I neither feel “ irrita- 
ble” nor “ disappointed” on this or any 
other point—that lam not yet “ strick- 
en with years”—and that I have not * 
neglected to cultivate the practical 
part of surgery, as will appear in a 
forth-coming publication. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
James MAcAaRTNEV. 

* Upon referring to the manuscript 
of our Correspondent “* Exinensis” 
we find that the particle “not” does 
not oceur. The sentence, therefore, 
sheuld ren as follows, “that he did 
devote’ &».—Ep. 
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HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


Amputation at the Shoulder Joint. 


This operation was performed by 
Mr. Key, on Monday evening, Aug. 
22, in the presence of a considerable 
number of students. The particulars 
of the case are as follows :— 

Ellen Chandler, et. 40, was brought 
to the Hospital about seven o'clock 
on Monday evening, with severe in- 
jory of the right arm. It was stated, 
that in attempting to cross the road 
(at Croydon) she tripped against a 
stene and was thrown down; at this 
moment a carman’s cart was passing, 
the wheel of which, unfortunately, 
came in contact with the poor woman’s 
right arm. The patient remarked, 
that the arm was pushed along before 
the wheel. The precise manner, how- 
ever, in which the injury was inflicted 
is but of little consequence ; the ex- 
tent of mischief done was very great. 
All the integuments and muscles of 
the upper arm, from a short distance 
below the shoulder down to the el- 
bow, were dreadfully lacerated and 
contused, and the humerns was frac- 
tured obliquely at the middle of the 
bone. There was also mach mischief 
done to the elbow joint and fore-arm ; 
the radius was dislocated backwards, 
and the parts about the joint torn; 
the shaft of the bone was broken in 
two places, and the fore-arm alto- 
gether greatly contused. With such 
an extent of injury, Mr. Key consi- 
dered it impossible to save the limb, 
and the injury extended so high up 
that amputation at the shoulder-joint 
was the only measure that could be 
resorted to, and the patient imme- 
diately consented to the operation. 
There was very little bleeding from 
the injured parts, but the patient was 
faint and exhausted, and it was ne- 

to administer a little stimulus 
previous to the commencement of the 
operation. 

The patient was seated on a low 
chair, and the arm carried from the 
side. Mr. Catzaway, with a key, 
made pressure upon the artery where 
passing over the first rib. The ope- 
trator grasped the mascles and inte- 





guments on the onter side of the 
shoulder with his left hand, and with 
the right hand thrust in the catling at 
the anterior part of the acromion pro- 
cess, and the point of the instrument 
appeared at the middle of the outer 
boundary of the axilia formed by the 
latissimus dorsi, and underneath the 
ianer edge of that muscle; the knife 
was then carried downwards, and by 
cutting ont, a flap was formed (prin- 
cipally of the deltoid and latissimus 
dorsi muscles). The next step in the 
operation was to form an inner flap, 
and this was effected by commencing 
from the same point as in the forma- 
tion of the outer flap; the point of 
the catling was thrust inwards, and 
then by cutting downwards a flap was 
formed of the pectoralis major and 
partly of the deltoid. Having com- 
pleted the twe lateral flaps, the head 
of the bone was rotated outwards, so 
as to bring the bicepital groove oppo- 
site to the operator, on which the 
point of the knife was placed and 
passed up to the capsular ligament, 
an opening made into the joint, and 
about three-fourths of the capsular 
ligament divided ; the knife was now 
carried behind the head of the bone, 
and with one sweep downwards the 
remaining portion of ligament wis 
divided, together with the axillary 
vessels and a portion of the integ:- 
ments, which was purposely reserved 
for an under flap ; upon dividing the 
vessels there was a profuse gush of 
blood, which was checked by laying 
hold of the axillary artery, and it was 
immediately tied as also a small branch, 
which appeared to pass from the sca- 
pula; the two lateral flaps were 
brought together by meansof a suture, 
and a suture was also passed through 
the under flap, which was tied to that 
uniting the two side flaps, and adhc- 
sive plaster was applied over these. 

The operation was performed with 
great dexterity and confidence ; the 
novelty consisted in the formation of 
three flaps, which plan does not ap- 
pear to possess any advantage over the 
common mode of operating, either by 
forming a single flap from the deltoid, 
or by making a double flap. 

On the following day after the ope- 
ration, the pulse was very qnick 
some what hard; tongue furred, skin 
hot, aud the patient complained of 
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paim.in the chest ; this, increasing! The patient was directed to take, 
towards the evening, it was thonght| ¢yrhonate of Ammonia, 6 grains 
poess asians: 8 See aneiy - Spirit of Sulphur ie Ether, 20 minims, 
directed to take at bed-time, ~ = — aru 
Calomel, three zrains, To be taken three times a day, and 


Opium, one grain. | house medicine to be taken occasion- 


: | ally. From this plan of treatment she 
ti 2tth. — — ——— a he was speedily benefiied, and was dis- 
leanat are although quick, is | missed from the Hospital at the end 

no — an a or a mee | of the week perfectly recovered. We 

— nar od t. The bowels _oinitted to mention that which may be 
are constipated, and she was directed | -onsidered of importance in the treat- 
to-take a dose of saline effervescing | 


: - an: ment of this case, she was directed to 
miatuse, with the addition of two | wean her child immediately upon her 


drachmsof sulphate of magnesia,every | aj:nission into the Hospital. 
four hoars. 


27th. The constitutional irritation . 
has, in a great measure, subsided ; Case of a Wound at the Elbow Joint. 
the tongue is more moist and ciean;| T. Spelmam—Job’s Ward. This 
and the pulse less frequent. The | patient is a middle-aged man, of ro- 
stump has been dressed to-day, and | bust habit, and was admitted into the 
is looking very well. She takes a Hospital, under the care of Mr. Mor. 
dose of saline mixture every four, Gan, on Thursday, August 24; but 
hours, and has omitted the salts, as | owing to the indisposition ot Mr. M., 
the bowels have been well acted upon. | the care of this case was entrusted to 

| Mr.Cattaway.* Tie man was admit- 

| ted with a wound of about a quarter 

Case of Diplopia (or Double Vision). | of an inch in extent, at theright elbow 
: _ | joint, between the olecranon and the 

A poor woman, labouring un‘ler this | injernal condyle of the hnmerus. The 
peculiar affection of vision, was ad-) accident occurred from being struek 
mitted into the Hospital on Wednes- | wiih the chain of a crane, and which 
day, August i7th, under the care of | \ijled a man who was standing beside 
Me Key. The patient, a married Wo- (he patient. The wound was not much 
man, abevt 28 years of age, at the | jagged, nor did there appear to be 
time of admission was suckling aD ‘muyeh contusion of the arm; the pa- 
infant. She stated, that om the pre- | tient stated, that it bled protusely im- 
ceding Saturday she found a defect in| mediately atter the accident, but the 
her vision: every object appeared | pamorrhage had subsided when he 
double when she looked at it with both | came to the Hespital. 
eyes, but upon shutting either eye) The wound was carefully examined 
the object was then seen single. This | hy Mr. MorGan’s dresser,with a probe, 
affection came on suddenly, and she | which passed to a cons.derabie depth, 
had never experienced any defect of and led to the belief of the wound hav- 
vision previous to this attack. Both jing penetrated the capsular ligament, 
eyes were perfectly natural in appear- | hut no synovia escaped. Strips of ad- 
ance, and the pupils were active.) jesive plaster were applied over the 
Upon holding up one finger, she fan- | wound; the patient was directed to go 
cied there were two held up, and each to bed, the arm to be placed upen a 
object appeared equally distinct and | pijiow, and cloths wet with spirit lo- 
clear, so that she could not distinguish | tion to be applied over the arm. 
the real object from that which was | On the fellowing day (25th) there 
only fictitious and imaginary. There | was no appearance of inflammation, 
appeared to be au irregular action of | 
the muscles of the right eye, it did not | 7 
well follow the motions of the left,| * Mr. CaLLaway’s attention to pa- 
move especially in the act of addne-| tients at all times is highly praise- 
tion, and the patient complained of | worthy. We bave kuown hum to visit 
pon deep seated im the right eye-| acate cases five or six times during 





| the day. 
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and little swelling. The t’sjand the it is free from pain. 
on me lax from vdeaativen Sir A. ieee the patient to-day 
medicine, taken.in the morning, and and this case led him to offer some 
he was free from fever. The strips of | remarks to the pupils, on the manner 
adhesive plaster had retained their|in which wounds heal that comma- 
. t ing an eighteen-tailed | nicate with joints. Sir A. stated, this 
bandage had not been applied. was effected *‘ by means of a fangons 
26th. There appears to-day a slight | granulation, which shoots out from the 
dinsh of inflammation round the elbow | wound, and thus closes or seals up the 
joint; there is some swelling, and the cavity of the joint.” (Sir A. conti- 
patient complains of a duli-aching pain | nued) “ Formerly surgeons were not 
within the joint, and is mermeety aware of this fact, and he (Sir A.) re- 
feverish. |membered a case of wound of the 
Ten leeches to be applied to the arm, | elbow joint, in which the attendant 
a dose of aperient medicine to be surgeon Cnopart, day after day, 
taken, and to continue the use of the pulled out this granulation, and thus 
evaporating lotion. | defeating the eiforts of natare, ocea- 
27th. There is a greatswelling and casioned suppuration of the joint.” 
tension of the arm, with preternatural Fifteen leeches were directed to be 
heat and redness, and severe throb- applied, the spirit lotion during the 
bing pain at the joint. The consti- day, and a bread poultice at night. 
tution sympathizes with this state of | 2d. There appears to be formation 
parts. Pulse quick, tongue covered of matter some little distance below 
with white fur, and the patient com- the olecranon, the integuments at this 
plains of thirst. part are more inflamed, bat there is 
Twenty leeches to be immediately | no distinct flactuation, Mr. Morgan 
~ ower around the joint, and adose thrust in a lancet at this part, and 
aperient mixture, consisting of salts | about a table spoonful of parulent 
and senna, to be repeated until the fluid issued from the wound. The in- 
bowels should be well acted upon. flammation had so far subsided, that 
28th. A slight alleviation of symp- it was not thought necessary to use 
toms, but still complains of much pain any further local depletory measures. 
and uneasiness, and he passed a-rest- | The arm was directed to be ponlticed. 
less night. Twelve leechesto be ap- 4th. The patient is going on well. 
plied te the arm, and the evaporating The swelling of the left arm has 
lotion continued. | greatly sabsided, and he is free from 
|pain ; the symptomatic fever is also 
bfecen eos 18 — one lessened. Continne the poultice at 
A . _ |night, and the arm to be kept in astate 
to be taken every six hours. A thin of rest upon a pillow, and the evapo- 
fluid passes from out of the wound, rating Jotion te be applied. 
which is not, however, synovial. j 


29th. Much as: yesterday ; twelve} Cys, of Extravasation of Urine. 


leeches to be applied. F. Lek ged 50 staleee 
. : ey, @ > Was mit 
} rovang 2 oy into the Hospital, Monday, Ang. 29th, 
on fon dies at teed ; under the care of Mr. Morcan. He 
° stated that he had for several years 
30th. There is still mach heat, red- | experienced great difficulty in passing 
ness, and swelling of the arm, and | his urine, which had much increased 
the patient continues feverish ; twelve | of late; he was now only enabled to 
leeches to be applied, and linseed-| pass it drop by drop, and within the 
meal poultice around the joint. | last few days had experienced much 
Bist. Twelve leeches were applied | pain. Upwards of fifteen years since, 
to-day ; the petient continues to take | he said a calculus was cut from out 
the saline aperient mixture, and the| of the urethra, and upon examina- 
calomel, with opium, at bed-time. tion a cicatrix was found in the peri- 
Sept. 1. Both the local and consti-/ num, he stated, however, that the 
tational symptoms are yielding ; there | stone was cut out anterior to the scro- 
is less general swelling of thearm, tum, (of which there is no evident 





proof,) and that an opening in pe- 
rinwo was made in addition. Such is 
the patient’s history of the case ; and 
now to speak of the treatment and 
fatal termination from bis lamentable 
obstinacy to submit to an operation. 
On the day of admission, he had 
not passed his urine; the bladder 
Was not distended, and there was no 
swelling in the perineum or scrotam 
indicative of extravasation of urine. 
An attempt was made to pass a 
sound, but without success; leeches 
were applied to the perineum, and 
warm fomentations. 


30th, The patient has frequent de- 
sire to make water, which passes by 
drops. There seems to be much ri- 
gidity and spasm of the perineal 
muscles, with sweiling of the scrotum, 
from extrzvasation into the cellular 
membrane. Several attempts have 
been made to pass an instrument into 
the bladder, but all have failed. The 
patient was put in a warm bath, and 
the scrotum scarified, this morning. 


31st. He was visited by Mr. MonGan 
this morning, who earnestly urged 
him to submit to the operation of Jay- 
ing open the urethra in the perineum, 
but he obstinately reiused. Mr. M. 
tried again to .pass a catheter, but 
failed: matter followed the instru- 
ment when it was withdrawn. The 
scrotum was much distended, very 
dark colonred, and in some parts. be- 
coming gangrenous, Pulse quick and 
small. Tongue covered with a brown- 
ish fur. The breath has a peculiar 
urinous smell, as also the whole sur- 
face of the body. 

Sept. Ist. The mischief is extend- 
ing ; there is now extravasation into 
the cellular membrane, above the 
pubes, and extending upthe right side 
of the abdomen; a dark-coloured 
blush of inflammation marks its pro- 
gress and extent. The parts are ex- 
guisitely tender upon pressure; the 
cutis of the scrotum, in many places, 
is separating trom gangrenous inflam- 
mation. The pulse at the wrist small 
and quick. Countenance anxious, and 
occasional hicenp. Death must soon 
close this distressing case, unless re- 
lieved by an operation, and even this 
perhaps now could be of no avail—he 
still refuses to submit toit. He lived 


until the following (Friday) evening. 
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Operation of Castration. 

The operation of removing the left 
testicle was performed by Mr. Key on 
Tuesday (Sept. 6), in consequence of 
the disease called su 
which had destroyed the greater part 
of the body of the testicle. 

An incision was made through the 
integuments, from the upper part of 
the abdominal ring to the upper part 
of the diseased testicle, and then an 
incision made on each side of the dis- 
eased part down to the bottom of the 
scrotum. The spermatic chord, which 
was laid bare by the first incision, was 
separated from its surrounding cellular 
membrane, and the operator with his 
finger and thumb separated the vas 
deferens from the remainder of the 
chord, and a needle with a ligature 
was passed between, which was loosely 
tied, in order to prevent the retrac- 
tion of the chord into the abdomen 
after its division. The chord was 
next cut through at some distance 
below the temporary ligature, and the 
testicle was dissected out from the 
scrotum. The spermatic artery was 
next tied, and the ligature which had 
been passed round the chord as a pre- 
cautionary measure was remeved. A 
piece of lint was laid over the wound, 
and the patient put to bed ; there was 
no artery of consequence bleeding in 
the scrotam, but hemorrhage from 
the vessels in the scrotum is of 
annoying, and frequently the bleeding 
does not begin until the patient is pat 
to bed. It was therefore thought 
proper to leave the wound open tor 
an hour or two, and then to bring the 
edges together. 

No other operation was performed 
this week. 


The accidents admitted are,—Inju- 
ries to the knee, foot and ancle ; two 
cases of fractured ribs ; a simple frac- 
ture of the femur; lacerated wound 
of the scalp; and a case of concus- 
sion, 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 


Case of Diffused Aneurism of the 
Thigh. 

Richard Dunant, aged 45, of sallow 

ccmplexion, and .ppereatly mach out 


o! 


health, wa: adviitted into the Hes- 
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pital on Thursday Sept. Ist, under the | scription of the state of parts, on the 
care of Mr. Travers, with a very |day following the man’s admission 
extensive swelling on the inside of the 


“y = ~ case could not 
be properly obtained, as the patient 
gave such contradictory and confused 
statements of its formation and pro- 
gress. However, it appeared that 
the swelling had only been of about 
ten weeks standing, and he said that 
his right foot began to swell and that 
the leg shortly after became much 
inflamed, which extended up to the 
thigh im the course of a few days. 
There was one part of his statement 
_ which demanded attention, viz. that 

about the time the inflammation had 
reached the thigh, he felt “‘ something 
give way” and ** something ran down 
the thigh.” He had been attended by 
a Surgeon at Croydon, the leg and 
thigh had been fomented and leeches 
applied, and latterly poultices to the 
swelling. The appearances of the 
swelling at the time of admission were 
as follows:—It occupied the lower 
two thirds of the thigh extending 
into the popliteal space ; it was not, 
however, acircumscribed swelling. It 
was elastic upon pressure, no fluctu- 
ation could be ascertained, and it was 
free from pulsation. The integuments 
covering it were of a livid colour, and 
covered with small miliary pustules, 
occasioned by the heat of the poul- 
tices; onthe inner side of the thigh 
was a small opening which discharged 
a bloody fluid, upon pressing the tu- 
mour, and a probe iutroduced at this 
opening passed to a great depth. The 
femoral artery was felt pulsating just 
below Poupart’s ligament, but much 
more freely than that of the epposite 
limb, the pulsation of the popliteal 
artery could not be distinguished. 

The right leg was much swollen, 
and the foot was somewhat edematous, 
there was also considerable tension of 
the whole thigh, the integuments 
being put upon the stretch by the 
great extent of the infrajacent swel- 
ling. The leg was covered with 
scaies, which appeared to be desqua- 
mation of the cuticle, as the result of 
erysipelas, and the patient’s descrip- 
tion of the inflammation which first 
attacked the leg, rendered it probable 
that it was erysipelatous. 

The foregoing is an accurate de- 





into the Hospital, and from 
reading the case it will readily be felt 
and acknowledged, that to arrive at a 
correct diagnosis of this tumour was 
exceedingly difficult, for one very im- 
portant guide was wanted, and that 
too which materiaily assists us in 
forming an opinion as to the nature of 
chronic tumours—that is a correct 
history of the case. If the patient 
could at all be relied npon, his account 
of the inflammation extending up his 
leg, and terminating in swelling of 
the thigh, might lead to the belief of 
its being abscess succeeding erysipe- 
las, yet it wanted many of the cha- 
ractersof a suppurating tumour, the 
heat of the surface was not inordinate 
and there was no throbbing pain—ad- 
ded to these the probe was passed to 
a great depth, but no matter followed, 
and there was no perceptible fluctua- 
tion in the swelling. Mr. Tyrrere. 
expressed his belief that it was 
deep-seated abscess. Mr. Travers 
considered it to be “ one of two 
things, either diffused false aneurism, 
or fungoid disease,” the former of 
which opinions, as we shall presently 
see, proved to be correct. 

On the following day we found that 
a considerable quantity of dark co- 
loured blood had passed from out of 
the opening on the inside of the thigh. 
We omitted to mention that the pa- 
tient did not complain of much pain, 
but he had night sweats, and seemed 
much debilitated. Mr. Travers, on 
visiting the patient to-day, decided 
npon opening the tumour, in order to 
ascertain its nature. 

The patient was taken into the thea- 
tre, and an opening made with a 
double-edged scalpel at the under 
part of the thigh, and a quantity of 
grumous blood issued from the orifice. 
It was therefore thought right to am- 
putate the thigh, to which the patient 
consented. 

Operation, 

Mr. Travers grasped the mass of 
muscle on the outside of the thigh with 
the left hand, and with his right hand 
thrust a long catling through by the 
side of the bone, and cutting obliquely 
out, formed an external lateral flap ; 
then laying aside the catling, Mr.T., 
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with an amputating knife, divided the 
mass of muscle on ee of the 
thigh obliquely upwards, terminating 
8 alan ~ be he had first thrust 
in the catling, and thus formed an in- 
ternal lateral flap. Mr. Key com- 
ressed the femoral artery just below 
oupart’s ligament, and very little 
blood was lost during the operation. 
The operation would have been quick- 
ly performed, but for the circam 
stance of changing the instrument, 
for which we saw no good reason. 
The femoral artery, the profunda, and 
another branch, were secured, and 
the flaps were brought together by 
means of sutures. A bandage was ap- 
plied round the abdomen, and brought 
down on the stump, in order to draw 
down the muscles, and then strips of 
adhesive plaster were applied. 

On making a section of the exten- 
sive swelling of the thigh, it was 
found to contain dark coagulated 
blood, with avery small portion of 
fluid, and large masses of coagulable 
lymph, similar to what have been 
called polypi of the heart; and in 
some parts there appeared to be sup- 
puration commencing. The texture 
of all the surrounding parts was un- 
dergoing change from pressure; be 
tween the interstices coaguiable lymph 
was deposited, which, upon making a 
section, gave the appearance of great 
disease; a portion of the abductor 
muscles which formed the internal 
flap presented this appearance, and 
Mr. Travers removed it. An open- 
ing was found in the popliteal artery, 
just after it had perforated the tendon 
of the triceps ; the edges of this open- 
ing were attenuated, and it appeared 
to be the result of ulceration. 

The only operation performed this 
week was amputation of the fore-arm 
by Mr. Travers, for severe injury to 
the hand. 


BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 
Case of L-pra. 

Ann Smith, aged 29, was admitted 
into Patience Ward, June 9th, affect- 
ed with one of the most severe cases of 
depra vulgaris we have ever witnessed. 
Her appearance reminds us very mach 
ture. 


of the lepresy described in Sc 
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E part of her body, :her face ex~- 
pret is affected with the disease, 
Upon the extremities, parti ly the 
fore-arms, the eruption is most copious, 
as Dr. BaTeMaN remarked. Be- 
tween the white scales the skin is of 
the nsual red and shining appearance. 
It is only in a few places, where the 
disease is less severe, that the cha- 
racteristic circular of the patches 
can be ascertained. On the abdomen, 
thighs, and fore-arms, their shape can- 
not be observed, owing to their hav- 
ing dilated and coalesced. Upon the 
wrist, those long deep lines, or reti- 
culations so common in old cases, are 
seen. The eruption has existed twelve 
months: this is the second time of her 
having the disease. During the former 
attack she was in Gay’s Hospital, and 
got well. The treatment we cannot 
learn, except that she used the warm 
bath frequently. 

Mr, Lawrence ordered her five 
grains of blue pill three times a-day, 
and 5i. of mercurial ointment to be 
rubbed in every night. He was in- 
duced to give mercury from the fol- 
lowing circumstance. Some years 
ago he was called to see a case of 
iritis in a Physician's Ward, it was in 
a woman who had been for a length 
of time affected with leprosy. She 
had taken arsenic in large quantities, 
bat the disease resisted that and every 
other form of treatment that bad been 
adopted. She had iritis of one eye, for 
the cure of which it was necessary to 
salivate; {rom the time her mouth be- 
came affected, the leprosy got better, 
and in the end disappeared, much to 
the surprize of Mr. Lawrence. She 
returned to the Hospital some time 
afterwards, affected with iritis of the 
same eye, which, being treated as 
before, got well. There had been no 
return of the leprosy, and, in case 
of relapse, she promised to return. 
Mr. Lawrence says, he has treated 
other cases of lepra with the same 
medicine, and attended with the like 
beneficial effect. 

To return to the case; after con- 
tinuing the use of this treatment tor 
three weeks, and finding her mouth 
not affected, Mr. L. made a change 
in the medicine, and ordered her one . 
quarter of a grain of oxymuriate of 
mercury, with decoction of sarsapa- 
rilla three times a-day, and the rub- 
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bing in to be continued. Having fol- 
lowed this course a fortnight, she 
was obliged to discontinue it, as it 
brought on great pain in the bowels, 
with diarrhea, She took no medi- 
eines for ten days, at the expiration 
of which time she was attacked with 
fever, head-ache, tongue very mach 
furred, with loss of appetite, and very 
great apparent debility. Mr. L. ob- 
served, that in such a case, a surgeon 
might be induced, from the great 
weakness of which the patient com- 
plained, to give stimuli, and he be- 
lieved such treatment to be often the 
cause of typhus: instancing this to be 
one of those cases described by Dr. 
CLuTrersck as inflammation of the 
brain.* He ordered her to be bled to 
3xvi., the head to be shaved, and cold 
lotions tobe applied. In the evening 
the patient was much better, and in 
a few days got well, but being mach 
reduced in strength, she was allowed 
a little wine. From this time the dis- 
ease continned to get worse. She 
had an attack of inflammation of the 
eyes, with incipient iritis, the full de- 
velopment of which was prevented by 
cupping from the temples, the appli- 
cation of leeches, and the use of pur- 
gatives. 


Dr. Epwarps, of Paris, coadjutor 
of Masennie, saw thepatient, Aug. 12, 
with Mr. Lawrence, and considered 
it a fair case for the extermal and in- 
ternal use of sulphur. Mr. L. con- 
curred in this opinion, and was de- 
sirous of using it in the form of bath, 
bnt as there are none attached to the 
Hospital, he ordered one to be made 
artificially, by di-solving four ounces 
of sulphuret of potass in the water ; 
she also took sulphur internally. She 
commenced the use of it on the 15th. 


18th. Has used the bath but ence, 
and continues much the same. She 
was ordered to use it three times a 
week. 

24th. The disease appears much 
better. She complains of pain after 
the use of the bath; ordered to con- 
tinue its use. 





* Webelieve Mr. LAWRENCE agrees 
with Dr. CLuTTrersuck, not only in 
his treatment, but in his pathology of 
fever. 


Wound of the Flevor Tendons at the 


rist, 


William Taylor, wt. 51, was ad- 
mitted into Henry’s Ward, having, 
whilst occupied ia his business, divid- 
ed the flexor tendons at the wrist of 
the left arm, and a small artery. The 
artery was secured, the edges of the 
wound brought together by straps of 
adhesive plaster, and the hand put 
into proper position, by being bent 
apon the fove-arm. The next day he 
felt pretty well, and took nothing but 
a little house medicine. 
Wednesday, 3d. He passed but an 
indiffereat night, and complained of 
pain iv the arm and hand, which was 
rather swollen and red. The pulse 
excited the attention of all present, 
from its extraordinary strength and 
fulness. On grasping the museular 
part of the fore-arm, its two arteries 
could be felt pulsating plainly, like 
two aorta, 120 times in the minute; 
but from the man’s account, this was 
its usual state. There was but little 
febrile disturbance, not at at all cor- 
responding with the character of the 
pulse; no head ache; no fiushing of 
the countenance. Hence Mr. Law- 
RENCE supposed it depended rather 
npon organic disease of the heart, 
than violent constitutional irritation ; 
he ordered him to be bled to 3xx., to 
take 

Calomel, 4 grains, 

Julap, 12 grains, 
and the saline medicine, with 3ss..0f 
the liq. ant. tart. every six hours; 
cold lotions to the arm, and a poultice 
to the wound, 


4th. The blood taken yesterday 
was buffed and capped ; he complained 
of pain in the head; had passed a 
sleepless night; pulse 120; the armand 
hand were more swollen and hot. Mr. 
Lawrence, thinking that the inflam- 
mation was extending to the palm of 
the hand, along the sheaths of the 
tendons, and fearing a deep-seated 
formation of matter, ordered the 
bleeding to be repeated from the 
affected arm to §xvi. and the saline 
medicine to be continued. 

5th. The blood taken ‘was both 
buffed and capped. He passed a rest- 
tess night; palse 100; but of the 
same peculiar character. The arm 


stif! swollen and inflamed; bowels 
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mot open; ordered V.S. to 3xx. adj by the medicine. He dosed, but ap- 


" Siss. of the saline mixture, with a ni. 
of sulphate of magnesia every four 
hours. 

6th. The blood abstracted yester- 
day both buffed and cupped ; did not 
sleep during the night; pulse 100, 
with the same forcible beat ; the arm 
felt very hot. He was ordered to be 
bled to §xvi. and to take §ss. of the 
infasion of digitalis, with si. of the 
liq. ant. tart. every eight hours. 

7th. Blood taken yesterday buffed 
and cupped ; passed a tolerable night; 
pulse 90; he appears low and de- 
sponding, and thinks he shall never 
recover. Mr. Lawrence asked him 
if ther: was any thing particular he 
could fancy to eat or drink, and ex- 

ressing a wish for porter, it was al- 
lowed him, and the medicine omitted. 

8th. Passed a better night, and 
upon the whole appears better; pulse 
90; the wound looks kindly, and sup- 
purates well; says he feels a great 
deal better with his pint of porter. 

9th. Mauch the same as yesterday ; 
continued his porter. 

10th. Pulse 100, hard and throb- 
bing ; feels feverish, wound going on 
well, and bowels open. Ordered to 
omit the porter. 

llth. Appears to.day more cheer- 
ful ; pulse 90. The arm is less swelled ; 
suppuration has taken place in the 
little finger, which discha: ges freely. 

12th. Passed a sleepless night, bat 
appears better; pulse 90; still pos- 
sessing the same peculiar character ; 
bowels open. 

13th. Much as yesterday; but has 
lost his relish for the porter. 


14th. Had a bad night; complains | 
mission; when admitted he was qnite 


of being very weak ; had slight hic- 
cup during the day; bowels open. 


peared restless, and muttered during 
his sleep. 

16th. Passed a very bad night; 
ame 120; tongue covered with a dry 
rown fur, swallowed with difficnity, 
and had frequent convulsive startings 
of the arm and leg; when spoken to, 
appeared sensible for a short time, 
but irritable and hurried. He com. 
plained of pain in the left side ; bowels 
relaxed. Ordered a blister to the 
side, and to continue the medicine, 
with the addition of 30 drops of tinct. 
hyosciamus. 

17th. Dozed the greater part of 
the night; pulse now mach sunk and 
softer; tongue dry and parched ; the 
| hicenp diminished, but the convulsive 
startings increased; he wandered, 
| but when roused appeared sensible; 
the feces came away involuntarily, 
|In the evening he was sinking; the 
body felt cold, and covered with a 
profuse clammy perspiration. He 
| continued in this state till two o'clock 
|p.m. Thursday 17th, when he ex- 
| pired. No post-mortem examination 





| was allowed by his friends. 


ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


William Peploe, aged 36, was ad- 
mitted into the Hospital, Aug. 23d, 
under the care of Mr. Rosr, with a 
slight contusion over the posterior 
part of the left parietal bone. He is 
a man of very irregular habits, and 
his trade that of a smith. He got 
himself drank, and feli down a stair- 
case, by which fall he received this 





injury. He had hemorrhage from the 
nose and lett ear previous to his ad- 


insensible ; the skin and extremities 


15th. Passed a very bad night; | were of a low temperature; pulse 


pulse 00, the beat as usual; his 
| when exposed to the light of a candle; 


countenance bore great marks of anx- 
iety. He was constantly annoyed with 
hiccup, and at intervals had conval- 
sive twitches of the arm; the bowels 
confined. Ordered two grains of ca- 
lomel immediately, an hour after, a 
dose of castor oil, and five grains of 
carbonate of ammonia in an onnce 
of mint water, every four hours. 
In the evening the pulse was 120, 
hard and jerking; the bowels were 
freely opened by the calomel and 
castor oil; the hiccup much relieved 


weak and feeble; the pupils acted 


had no stertorous breathing, nor pa- 
ralysis of the extremities. The head 
was shaved} and cold cloths applied, 
and a dose of house physic ordered. 
24th. Passed a restless night; 
could not get him to take the medi- 
cine ; at present (one o'clock p.m.) 
he answers questions very indistinct- 
ly; complains of pain all over the 





head ; has violent spasms of the mus- 
cles of the left leg and thigh; pulse 


| 90, and soft; tongue covered witha 
i 
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brown fur ; bowels have not been open 
since his admission; always resists 
taking the medicine. 

25th. Was very noisy and restless 
in the night; complains of pain and 
soreness over the eye-brows ; more 
sensible than yesterday; took some 
house physic yesterday, which has 
produced three or fonr evacuations ; 

Ise hard and frequent; tongue 
Farred ; ordered to be bled to 5xij., 
and to take two drachms of the sul- 
phate of magnesia dissolved in mint 
water three times a day. 

26th. Had a better night; pulse 
80 and soft; the pain ir the head not 
so violent ; seems more composed than 
yesterday; the eyes look sluggish; 
pupils act slowly; tongue furred ; 
bowels open ; repeat the medicine. 

27th. Better; pain in the head 
diminished ; pulse 99; tongue furred 
in the centre; bowels open; pupils 
act naturally on exposure to light; 
repeat the medicine. 


Elias Price, aged 30, a chimney- 
sweeper; was admitted into the Hos- 
pital August 19th, under the care of 
Mr. Rose, having fallen off the shafts 
of acart, the wheel of which passed 
over his chest, and broke four or five 
of the ribs on his right side, which 
was followed by emphysema. On his 
admission into the Hospital he was 
perfectly sensible, and complained of 
excruciating pain in the chest; the 
breathing was also much affected. 
The patient was put to bed, anda 
flannel roller apptied round the chest, 
and afterwards bled to 3xij.; ordered 
some house physic directly. Nine 
o'clock p. m., has spit up a good deal 
of blood from the lungs ; appears very 
restless ; says he has violent pain in 
the windpipe ; breathing more diffi- 
cult, with expression of great anxiety. 
The medicine has not yet operated ; 
~ Strong, hard, and trequent. 

+S. ad 5xij. 

20th, ad a bad night; still he 
says that he has less pain; breathing 
more free and easy; has spit up no 
blood since the second bleeding ; the 
bowels have been well opened ; tongue 
slightly furred in the centre, but clean 
at the edges ; pulse full and frequent; 
repeat the bleeding to §xij. 

21st. Had a better night; has got 
a slight cough ; spits up mucus tinged 
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with blood; there is less pain in the 
chest ; less difficulty in breathing; 
the pulse is always strong and hard, 
notwithstanding the frequent blood- 
letting; bowels costive ; repeat the 
bleeding to 5xij. or 3xiv. as the symp- 
toms may indicate; let him have two 
drachms of sulphas magnesia dissolved 
in mint water every four hours. 

22d. Not so well as yesterday, had 
a very indifferent night. The breath- 
ing has become very laborious ; ex- 
presses great pain on applying the 
hand to the chest; says that the 
bleeding relieves the great weight and 
oppression in the chest; ordered to 
he bled again to =xij. The same me- 
dicine as yesterday. 

23d. Had a good night; says that 
he is easier ; has less pain in the chest ; 
breathing less affected ; complains of 
thirst ; tongue furred ; pulse 90, and 
soft; bowels open ; ordered the effer- 
vescing draught three times a day, 
and ten grains of Dover’s powder at 
night. 

24th. In consequence of some 
change that took place last night, 
(namely difficulty of breathing and 


| pain in the chest,)he was bled to §xij. 


which removed ali the bad symptoms ; 
slept well in the after part of the 
night; repeat the medicine. 

25th. Sleepless night ; pulse 96, and 
soft; has spitten up mucns streaked 
with blood ; there is great tenderness 
in the chest; the breathing is very 
laborious ; difficult deglutition, with 
cough; bowels costive; discontinue 
the effervescing draught, and let him 
have two drachms of sulphas magne- 
siz, dissolved in mint water, every 
four hours, till the bowels are acted 
on; let him likewise take ten grains 
of Dover's powder three times a-day ; 
let him be bicd again in the evening. 

26th. Had a good night; expe- 
rienced great relief from the last 
bleeding; moderate pressure on the 
chest gives no pain; the breathing is 
also more free and easy ; pulse 80, and 
steady ; tongue furred, bowels cos- 
tive. The same medicine as yester- 
day, with the addition of one drachm 
of the sulphas magnesiz every four 
hours, 

27th. The patient is better to-day; 
he slept well during the night ; pulse 
considerably reduced; respiration is 


free and natural; there is no tender- 
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‘ness on g the hand on the 
chest, and the patient expresses him- 
self as being free from pain. 


A case of Inguinal Aneurism. 

Thomas Holmes, aged 58, was ad- 
mitted into the Hospital July rth, 
under the care of Mr. Jerrreys, with 
a small tamour in the right groin, 
The patient gives the following ac- 
count of the manner in which it first 
began : he says, that about two years 
ago he was seized with pain and weak- 
ness in the loins, which gradually in- 
creased so as to render him incapable 
of following his usual empleyment, 
which was that of a bricklayer. About 
two months previons to his admission, 
he felt a small tumour at the flower 

art of the abdomen, which, at that 
ime, was abont the size of a small 
horse-bean. Upon his admission it 
had the following character :— 

The tnmour was about the size of a 
hen’s egg, situated under Poupart’s 
figament ; its margins could be felt 
distinctly within the cavity of the pel - 
vis; the pulsation was very feeble 
and indistinct; the patient complain- 
ed of pain and numbness of the leg 
and thigh of the same side. 

Mr. Jerreeys doubted as to the 
mature of the disease; he therefore 
ordered the patient to keep quiet in 
bed, until such time as his semior col- 
leagues could have an opportunity of 
seeing his complaint, and afterwards 
they would take his case into consi- 
deration. 

After undergoing a minute investi- 
gation by all the Surgeons of the 
Hospital, it was provonnced a fit case 
for an operation, which was proposed 
to the patient. The poor man, anx- 
jous to have his complaint removed, 
readily consented to undergo any ope- 
ration that they thonght expedient 
towards the removal of his complaint. 

Monday, Augnst 15th, was fixed 
upon for the patient being placed on 
the operating table. Mr. J. requested 
the senior surgeons to examine the tu- 
moar, for it was greatly diminished 
since they bad last examined it, which 
they did ; and, after a minute exami- 
nation, they all coincided with Mr. J., 
and said that it was evidently less. 
Under these circumstances, it was re- 
solved that the operation ought to be 





deferred, with a view to see whether 


/nature wonld be able to effect a spon- 


taneous cure, The patient was there- 
fore sent to bed, and the pupils dis- 
missed without seeing the operation. 
The patient remains in the Hospital, 
yet Mr. J. has ordered pressure to be 
made on the fumour by means of a 
compress and roller; but, notwith- 
standing these means, the poor man 
gets worse. Such are the effects of 
procrastination. 


A Case of malignant Ulceration of the 
Serotum, commonly called Chimney 
Sweeper’s Cancer. 

Henry Ryan, aged 28, a chimney 
sweeper, ot a spare habit and delicate 
constitution, was admitted into the 
Hospital, August 17th, under the care 
of Mr. Jerrreys, with a malignant ul- 
ceration of the scrotum and lett groin. 
He says, that about ten years ago 
he observed, like a wart, a tubercle, on 
the tip of the scrotum, but that it did 
not give him any pain or inconvenience 
till about twelve months ago, when 
he began to squeeze it between his 
fingers, thinking that it contained 
matter, but none issued from it; 
shortly after it began to ulcerate, and 
continued to increase till it had ob- 
tained the following magnitude :—The 
sore occupies the whole of the left 
side of. the scrotum and the inner 
angle of the thigh, extending from 
the anus to the anterior inferior spi- 
nous process of the ilinm, presenting 
a surface as large as a man’s open 
hand, with high indurated edges and 
irregular margins, discharging a thin 
sanies, which is extremely offensive ; 
the left testicle is entirely dennded, 
and projects from its centre ; in the 
left groin is a mass of indurated 
giands, the size of a goose’s egg, 
which appears to suppurate in the 
tight groin; there is likewise an 
ulceration, of the same malignant na- 
ture, about the size of a halt-crown ; 
he says that it gives him-no pain, and 
the only inconvenience that he has 
experienced from it, was from he- 
morrhage, that took place about ten 
days previous to his admission ; he 
thinks that he lost abont a pint of 
blood in all—he says that his consti- 
tation has not soffered by it. The 
constitutional treatment since his ad- 





ese ster rew 


Soe rev 25sec rs 


poultices. Under this treatment the 
sore appears to improve, the discharge 
is not so offensive, and the granula- 
tions are florid and healthy. 


William Leard, a remarkably fine 
muscular man, was to the 
Hospital, Aug. 29th, at two o'clock 
p- m., having fallen from a height of 
40 feet, by which he received the fol- 
lowing injuries: there was an exten- 
sive scalp wound over the anterior 
part of the frontal bone, which was 
denuded and fractured ; a compound 
fracture of the right tibia and fibula; 
ditto of left radins and ulna, with 
dislocation of the head of the bones, 
and fracture of the condyles of the 
humerus; the right clavicle was like- 
wise fractured. When brought into 
the Hospital, he was deprived of sense 
and voluatary motion; the surface of 
the body was cold; pulse scarcely to 





be felt. There was hemo from 
the ears. The wounds were examined 
by Mr. Keare, and whilst he was put- 
ting the leg in junks, the patient ut- 
tered loud vociferations, and articu- 
lated something incoherent ; »o great 
were his sufferings, that it took ten 
or twelve of the pupils to hold him 
on the table ; this lasted for about ten 
minutes, when the patient expired. 


The operations for the week have 
been—amputation above the knee, by 
Mr. Jerrreys ; paracentesis abdomi- 
nis, and fistula in ano, by Mr. Keate. 


The accidents admitted for the week 
have been—a fracture of the patella; 
an incised wound of the wrist, with 
division of the radial artery; fractare 
of the tibia and fibula; a severe con- 
tusion of the hand and knee, from the 
wheel of a cart passing over the ilium; 
an incised wound of the knee, entering 
the joint. 


*.* Correspondents shall be noticed 


in our next. 





Shorily will be Published, 


A LETTER, 
RIOUS TEND 
in which that Body has unjustly attempted to make LECTURING en Anatomy and Surgery a 
MONOPOLY in favour of certain Establishments and Individuals, to the great prejudice of the 


Profession and the Public 


addressed to the Members of the London College of Sargeons, on the INJU- 
ENCY of a BYE-LAW, lately and illegally passed Ly the Court of Examiners, 


By JOHN ARMSTRONG, M.D. Lecturer on the Principles and Practice of Physic. 





ST. GEORGE’S AND MIDDLESEX HOSPITALS. 
A SURGEON residing in a large and airy House, situated in a very genteel street. which is 


midway between the above Hosp: is desireu. 
STUDEN 
and his Books will be at their service. 


a 


tole, is de 
TS with BOARD and LODGING. He 


accommodate Two or Three MEDICAL 


to 
will be happy to assist them in their Studies, 


For Terms aad Cards of Address, apply to Mr. Churchill, Medical Bookseller, Leicester- 


square. 





HOSPITAL 


PUPILS. 


A PHYSICIAN, residing within a convenient distance of the principal Hospitals, would 
receive as an [Inmate A PUPIL, who would have the advantage of his direction and assistance 


jce, and to 


in a regular course of Stndy, so arranged as to co 
ital Lectures and lay the foundation of 
ined by address 


with, and morte the objects of the 
a liberal Medical Education. 
ing A. B., Library of the Medical and 





H 
Every farther information may be obti 
Chirurgical Society, 57, Lincoln’s-ina-fields. 





POISON. 


By the new method of Extracting Poison from the Stomach with READ’S PATENT 
SYRINGE, the Operation is performed in less time than by any other Instrament, and without 
tursing, changing, or shifting avy part of the Apparatas. As a Glyster Syringe, it possesses 
more power in removing Cestiveness and Qbstruction of the Bowels than any other Instrument 
hitherio invented, and is at the same time so simple and manageable, that aa infant may ase it. 
Itis sanctioned by the Royal College of Surgeons, and patronized by Sir Astley Cooper and 
other eminent Professional Gentlemen. ‘The Patentee has at length succeeded in giving the 
tubes a fine, smooth, and highly polished surface, without injuring their flexibility, twe neces- 
Sarv qualities hitherto foand incompatible. P 

Manufactured and sold by J. Read, 3, Bridgehouse-place, Newington-causeway, Southwark 
Price in Silver, Eight Gu and a Half; Compound Metal , being equal in bril- 
jiancy, but more durabie, Five Gai ; Brass, 3/, 10s. 
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A middle Gamgenen, Bontes of Ge One of Gageenn, ie desirous of in 
PARTNERSHIP with a well established ~~ in the westend ory nity of 
London, An adequate Premium, as well as references of the highest respectability, will be 


given. 
Letters to be addressed (Post paid) to T. J. at Anderson's Medical Library, 40, Smithfield. 
CENTRAL INFIRMARY AND mS GARDEN: GREVILLE-STREET, HATTON- 


Dr. RAMADGE, Fellow of the College of Physicians, &c. will commence his WINTER 
COURSE of LECTURES on the Principles and Practice of PHYSIC, MATE aia MEDICA, 


and General and Pharmaceutic CHEM rage ps Saturday, the Ist of October, at a quarter 


past Ten in the morning. 
For particulars, apply to Dr. Ramadge, 2), -place, or to the Apothecary at the Institution. 
Gentlemen are admitted as Pupils to Fatty the extensive Medical and Surgical Practice of 
the Infirmary and Dispensary ; and those entering perpetaal to the Lectures and Medical Prae- 
tice, will be privileged to attend the Infirmary for Siecasee of the Chest. 


ANATOMICAL AND MEDICAL Pt CHAPEL-STREET, GROSVENOR- 


Recognized by the Royal College of Surgeons. 
The LECTURES will re-commence on the first Monday in October, and will be free id 
the first Week. Lecture daily, at Two o’Clock, on AN ATOMY, PHY SIOLOGY, and SUR- 


GERY, by Mr. SLEIGH. Dem istrationsevery Morting at Seven. 
Lecture daily, at eight o’Clock 1a the Morning, on the Practice of PHYSIC and MATERIA 


MEDICA, by Dr. MILLIGAN. .—Catechetica: Recapitulations three week evenings. 
Lectures on MIDW IFERY as usual. 
ted with the system of Stady adopted in this Establish- 


For the peculiar ad 
ament, see Prospectas. 

Mr. Steigh’s Surgical Lectures are delivered to the Pupils free of additional expense, and an 
abundance of Subjects at nearly one half the usual price. 


THEATRE OF ANATOMY AND ee, WEBB-STREET, MAZE-POND, 
Oo 
The AUTUMNAL COURSE of LECTURES delivered at this Theatre will commence on 


Saturday, October |, 13: 

Mr. GRAINGER on ANATOMY J ERVGCOLOST, daily, at a quarger past Eleven.— 
Demonstrations by Mr. R. HUTCHINS 

Dr. ARMSTRONG on the PRINC (PLES and PRACTICE of PHYSIC, on Saturday, 
“October 1, at Four o’Clock in the Afternoon ; and on MATERIA MEDICA, at the same hour 
on the fo lewing Thursday. 

*,* Dr. Armstrong having since his last-delivered Coarse of Lectures carefully re-arranged 
ana‘ revised his Lectures and having added about twenty entirely new ones, his future Course 
on the Principles and Practice of Physic will be so 1 speed extended as to render it necessary 


for him to Lecture four times a week on that subjec 
Dr. DAVIS on MIDWIFERY, and DISEAS s ‘of WOMEN and CHILDREN, on Tues- 


days, Thursdays, and Saturdays, at Three o’Clock in the Afternoon. 
?. RICHARD PHILLIPS on CHEMISTRY and PHARMACY, on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays, at a quarter before Tea in the Morning. 
For particulars epply at the Theatre; to Mr. Grainger, Dean-street, Borough ; Dr. Arm- 
strong, 48, Russel . sy Dr. Davis, George-street, Hanover-square; Mr. Phillips, 41, 
Nelson-square ; or at Mr. Highley’s Medical Library, Webb-street, Maze-pond, or 174, Fleet- 


street. 




















NEW THEATRE OF ANATOMY, WINDMILL-STREET. 

Mr. DERMOT wishes to inform the Medical’Public, that he will commence his next 
Winter Course of LECTURES on ANATOMY, PHY SIOLOGY, PATHOLOGY, and SUR- 
GERY, on Saturday, the Ist of October, 1825, at Two o’Clock, p. m. in bis new and spacious 
Theatre, Windmill-street, Golden-square. Three Courses are delivered during the Year, and 
an additional Demonstration daily. ‘Tbe Pupils wi!l have the benefit of spacious and thoroughly 
ventilated Dissecting Rooms, with an ample supply of Subjects. Mr. D. personally attends in 
the Dissecting Rooms, aad it will be his continued wey Ae render every assistance for the ad- 
vancement of his Papiis. Surgeons in the Army and Navy, also established Medical Practi- 
tioners will meet wi:h uncommon advantages in renewing their knowledge of Anatomy and 
Operative Surgery. Terms—Perpetual to both the Lectures and Dissections, Ten Guineas ; 
@ Single Course oi Lectures and Dissections, Five Guineas. The inconveniences ef Dissec- 
tions are superseded by an Antiseptic Process. 

Apply, previously to the ist of October, to Mr. Dermott, No.7, Hollen-street, Wardour - 
street, (if subsequently to this) at his New Residence, which ison the same Prenuises as the 
“Theatre, No. 4, Great Palteney-street, Golden-square. 

Two House Papils can be received, who will hive many professional advantages.—The Cer- 
tificates of these Caoteus are received by the Royal College of surgeons. 
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